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INTRODUCTION. 



Thb Colony of South Australia lias never been without oppo* 
nonts ; but these have, for the most part, been anonymous news- 
paper correspondeatSi or impersonal editors of the periodical 
press. Mr. James, the author of ''Six Months m South 
Australia/' is the first person who, having been in the colony, 
has written against it, giving his name as a voucher for the 
truth of his statements. From the day when his intended pub- 
lication was heralded by a lon^ quotation in the Times from its 
unpublished pages, to that of its appearance, expectation was 
on tiptoe ; and every one who felt the least interest in South 
Australia was curious to know what this '' eye-witness" might 
have to say about it. We confess we had our suspicions when 
we found that his narrative of his residence therein was to 
be associated with ''some account'' of the other Australian 
colonies.^ We concluded, however, that he would at least fur- 
nish the public with some new arid interesting accounts of the 
aboriginal inhabitants and of the natural ^productions of the 
soil. But all that he tells us about the former, and that inci« 
dentally, is, that thev were " stark naked ;'' while as to the 
latter he sa^s, page lo7, " A good deal has been said bv thq too 
sanguine uiends of the Colc:;y living in England about the 
natural productions of South Australia ; but, had thev seen the ■* 
country they were so delighted to converse about, they would 
have l>een satisfied to pass over this section in silence*'— and 
there he leaves us just as wise as before ! And this is what he 
calls in his preface '^ a short and familiar, rather than a full and 
laboured account of the place, its precioui productions,'* kc. 

Tiie work is written in a loose and flippant style. It is neitlier 
divided into regular chapters or sections, nor are the author's 
remarks on any one subject continuous, but dispersed and dis* 
iointed, so as almost to oblige the reader to compile an index for 
himself if he would arrive at the meaning, or estimate the extent 
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of the information communicated. For instance, Mr. James 
begins with a description of the passage out, the etiquette to be 
obf;erved on board, &c. ; and then, on page 173, we find an 
article headed ** the voyage out:'' his ** impressions on landing*' 
are placed a/ier his description of the cotmtry, its climate, soil, 
&c. ; and he interjects scraps and theories about the adjacent 
colonics, until one is apt to imagine oneself elbowed by a convict, 
or in danger of being murdered by a party of bush-rangers ! 

Mr. James's aspersions of South Australia being thus scattered 
through his boolc, it is impossible, as the South Austraiian 
Record justly observes, '' to meet categorically all the charges 
which it is meant to convey against the colony ;' indeed, the aim 
of the writer seems to have been rather to avoid the rcsponsi- 
biUty of direct and definite charges, and to effect his insidious 
object of deterring settlers from the province (for it is useless to 
anect blindness to his real intention, though his motives are 
beyond conjecture), by means of a general tone of depreciation/* 
If Mr. James flatterea himself tliat by this mode of derJ^ing he 
should conceal the* discrepancy of his statements, he will find 
out his mistake ; for we have made it our business to bring them 
into comparison, and to trac^i him through all bis sinuous wind- 
ings* that the public may see how discordant and even contra* 
dictory they are. 

** At first glance/' ^ays the editor of the South AusUaban 
Record, '' we feared the book might do harm, that it mi^ht 
retard the progress of colonixation by alarming or disjjusting 
emigrants ; but on closer examination our fears were dissspiited : 
the poison of invidious detraction carries itd own bane with it, 
in the palpable evidence of its unhealthy nature. The meat 
casual reader of the lMx>k. who has any acquaintance with the 
subject, and does not react print with the submissive deference 
of k child, merely because it in print,, will at once perceive 
the inconsistencies, the spirit of misrepresentation, and the 
incapacity of the writer Out of his own mouth will he be 
conaemned.'' 

To that cobdeinoation we now address oumelves* 
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AN EXPOSURE, Etc. 



" Six Months in South Australia,** quotb Mr. James to his publisher, 
** will be a very taking title ;*' and so, undoubtedly, it is : and, although 
not quite in accordance with truth, it appears to have been deemed by 
them both so imposing^ as to be worth the risk of detection. Never* 
theless, Mr. James assures us, im his Preface, that his object was 
" neither fitme nor profit.** 

Let not the purcha^rs of Mr. James's book suppose that they are 
buyinsc *^n\x months" cf hi£ experience and observation in the new 
colony. No such thing. For a reason that will hereafter appear 
(unlike all other writers of voyages and travels), he omits all mention 
of when and by what means he reached the country about which he 
i^rites. But we can supply the omission. He arrived at Port Adelaide 
by the bri^; Sinn, on the IQtb of Januar/t 1838; and left that port 
for England I vt^ Liunceston, by the Trtu Lovex on the 4th of May 
' following ; so that he was only three montkn and a An//*, instead of 
^ siir," in the colony i And yet, in a chapter which he entitles '* Con- 
elusion," page 205, with the coolest impudence imaginable, he says: 
'* Upon tiie whole, then, aftei' a residence of tix months in South 
Attstralia,** ffc. But, 

" If bad begiiu, Cbere 't ivorse remaios bebtnd." * 

The volume opens under an illusion. Mr. James wishes his readers 
to infer that he went to the colony direct from England ; and hence, 
he says (page?), '* The bea ships altvays sail from London to our 
Eastern colonies ; and, were I going cut again to the colony^ I should 
never think of embarhinj^ at Liverpool, or any other out*port, but 
decidedly from Londofi/^ Again : on page 1^% we have, the following 
repetition of the same expression. " The uest thing,*' says he, " any 
person can do, t>efcre going out to the new colony, is, to go and agree 
with the company in Bi&hopsgate-street, to rent a section of 134 acrts, 
, at 15/« per annum, or half a section, at 8/. per annum. ^ This is what 
. / shoulu do| in preference to buying, were I going out agam,'^ . £lse-> 
where he gives an aniusing description of the routine on board ship^ 
and (page 173) of ** the voyage out ;'* but it uti wittingly comes oiit, 
on page 37, that he went t6 t*ae colonyi nbt from England, but^rom 
Sydney, ** Coming/* says bet *^ ^ ^1^^ author did, from New South 
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Wales *, where there are few besides convict serT&nts, it [the practice 
or overseers sitting down at table with their masters] struck him as 
equally strange and praiseworthy !" 

But this » venial\ compared with many of the contradictions that 
the volume contains. No sooner is our author fairly landed, ** with- 
out the loss of either life or limb/' although, according to his own 
account, frequently sticking fast in the mud, than he begins to ridicule 
the port. •« This/' he eiclaims, " is Fort Adelaide I Port Misery 
would be a better itame ; for nothing in any part of tlic world can 
surpass it, in everything that is wretched ana inconvenient/* He 
elsewhere describes its entrance as '' a muddy crcek"-^'' a narrow 
ditch*' (only imagine, gentle reader, ships of 400 and 500 tons burthen 




new comers he represents as being '* fillei with feulings of shame and 
disappointment at being to taken in,** 

It IS not our intention to follow Mr. Jamet through all his flights 
of fancy, or to reply to the ** florid descriptions of the country or 
climate" with which his work is plentifully interlarded $ but to grapple 
with his pretended '*dry and simple detail of facts;" and, therefore, 
we will i^ive him the benefit of his figures of speech, contenting our« 
selves with more taneible matter. Mr, James's first murmur of com- 
plaint, as we have already seen, is against the harbour; but ere we 
reply to his surly and silly muttenngs, we must remind him that he 
has a very short memory, or is erossly deficient in arithmetical com- 
putation. On one page he declares that the new province has only 
three harbours, and in the next he makes out n fourth. Here are his 
words: — 

'< South Amtnlia cao b<Mil of hiTiog *' THm pnlff other hurbour worth bmb* 
one of Che 6iiett harhouti in the world ^ tioDinff in the colooy ii Part Adolvido*"— * 
the hsrhour of Port Liocoln, * * Thotteh pigs 10. 
pnssessiog t Ma-coutt of 1,600 milct in 
extent, th§r§ ar§ raly lice gthjr hirbovrt st 
prticnt known throughout th« whole |»ro- 
vi-ice: viz. Ncpeen Buy, in Kiogaroo 
Island, and Victor Hsrhour, ia Eitcounter 
Bey/*— peget 8, 9. 

' Let US now bear all he has to say against Port Adelaide. On 
page 10, then, we read as follows :— 

*' The only other herbour woith meotiooing iti Iht colony is Port Adelaido, which It 
well enough for small vessels, alter they ere inside, being secure from tccident \ but, in 
any otiier respect, it is totally unlit for general jiurposes of commerce, and will never 
come to any thing, at to amount of eipenditnrt could make it available, except for the 
little trfling domestic trade ia mangrove atbe^t for the fntoie soap-maliers of the colony* 



^ '* Ahnrtel a horse I my kins^om lor a horse I'* eiclaimed Hichard' the Third, 
when giving battle on Bosworth Field ; and so said our hero, wlKin meditstlng his 
esploratoty tout from 8vdney. Booted and stvrrtoil, off heist ; and st ^s^ 175, H Mq*$ 
he narrates H^ sceonat of his " tide of stf hundraj mites from Sydney to MelSouror, 
through the district of lllawarta*'^ From PoH Philip he look ship to Launceston and 
thence per Sirtn to Adelaide, whertr as the reader is already apprised, he arrived on 
the 19tli of January, 1838 1 asd yet he «wice doels!^ th^c be went to the colony 



dir^t from Bngland 1 1 .. 
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WiiHovt even thoxe 6rtt rear.isites of wood and weter» and withoot even balljkl, how 
caQ it be eipected to tucceea 'r This placs eao only be looked upon at a mere make* 
shift for the present, till Port Lincoln and Victor Harboar shall be ctublisbed." 

Now, in this paragraph, four things are affirmed of Port Adelaide ; 
first, that, s«;iaU vessels exceptedi it is totally unfit for the general 
purposes of commerce; scconaly, that it is incapable of improvement ; 
thirdly, that it is destitute of wood, water, and baUast ; and, fourthly 
and lastly, that it oi^ght only to be tolerated until it can be superseded 
by the opening of Port Lincohi and Vislor Harbour. Let us examine 
eacli of these objections. 

In reply to the first, it may be aiifficient to state, that vessels of 
400 ana even 500 tons burthen have entered the harbour of Port 
Adelaide in safety ; and Captain Hindmarsh, the eic-governor^ has 
stated, that he would not have hesitated to take in H.M.S. the Buffalo^ 
of about 700 tons burthen. Lieut. Field, R.N., in a letter to Mr. Bar* 
row, dated Port Adelaide, South Australia, June 26, 1838, (we quote 
from the transactions of the Royal Geographical Society,) speaking 
of the capabilities of Port Adelaide, states, that at the moment of 
his writiiig, twelve vessels, Ihrtt of them of 500 tons burtheHf were lyiog 
in the port ; and the *^athern Avgiralian^ of July 28t*it announces 
that the Emerald Ide^ \ fine vessel of 510 tons burthen, and drawing 
fifteen and a half feet water, had just entered the port. 

Secondly, Port Adelaide, as the reader is probably aware, is a bar* 
harbour; so are the port i /Bribfol, and those of Glasgow, Liverpool, 
Newcastle, and others; hue who finds fault with any of them? Port 
Adelaide is, liesides, subject to an irregular flow of tbe tides; but 
these can now be pretty nearly reckoned upon by the o'oservation of 
the harbour-master, ana therefore no danger to the shipping need be 
apprehended, nor any inconvenience to passeitgeni landing, unless, , 
indeed, they persist in going on shore at low water ; and then they 
must not expect to pass dryshod any more than Mr. James and his 
party who bad to carry their *' new shoes and silk stockings** (save 
the mark I), and, after all, not only ''stuck fast*' in the mud, but 
'' suflfercd considerably by falhng down *' in it f But to say that the 
Port *' !9 totally unfit for general puvnoses of commerce,*' and that <• 
*' no amount of expenditure would malce it availablet** are rash and 
untenable assertions. 

The entrance is already buoyed down, and a mud-barge has been 
sent out by the commissioners ; but to make it every thiug that could 
be desired, a few good jetties o: landing places, which would pro- 
bably cost a few thousand pounds, should be constructei^ \ and it 
has been suggest^ by several experienced captains, that & steam-tug 
ought to be provided, to assist ves^ls in entering and leaving the 
harbour, and in getting up and down between the bar and the place 
of discharge in blowing weathen But the testimonies of the captains 
aliuded lo aro so recent and so much to the purpose^ (hat we shall 
subjoin a portion Of ibetn* The fiMt is addressed to the Editor of the 
Southern Australian, and is as follows :— ^ ^ 

<«PDft AdslsklsrJefy H» ld38. 
*' The pdccUsr form sod clisrtctcr of Pert AddsidS tio such, thst. mst dclavt to . 
ship! sre liktl/ to ooesr beiiceeii the bsr and <2m leading. pisci ; sod, shhoock '*• 
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kwbonr ii taU ••i4 1^3^ %V% Hfiifttlii/iif* UAng mffWt a eommedumi phH tf d:tch&r9$ fit 
•ftifM tinrffr 500 torn hiitih§n, il it t que^tioD of grtat importftnca loowiiem aodeom- 
iiiand«rt of ytvt^h thtt timut tbould not bo anneeetMrily spent after ibo arriiral of 
vetaela aotil they eommeDce to difii hargo. or between their discncrKS acd '^>!ng to een« 
Theao delayt, ud. eooicquent loatea to the ownera, would have been ob? iatedy if tbeio 
had been a atean-tng, for the nao of whicht both in entering and leafing tbe barbonff 
I feel tatinfied, (Btery master of h teasel would be willing to p?iy i sum, which, conii- 
dering the trade likely to be carried on here, would amply remunerate tbeoomraiuiooera 
fbr the outlay* (Signed) J. MoaoAVNT, Matter of the thtp Canton." 

Th« next ia addressed to Ctptain Mordaant* 

«* Port Adelaide. Jn'iy 11, 1838. 
Datft 8iR,<^Having been fetocrtd by yoa with the tight of a Iftter iddmted to 




vferrfeJ la ttsttU ntttrin^ and Ittff ii>g iU 

(Signed) ** JoBa IIaet* Com* Ship Henry Porc*tBr. 
" W. D. CcoR, Com. Ship EH§m 
'* BoiiiRt LAtvo* Com. Bri^ Gethauh. 
** AtBX. iAMBtoit. Com. Ship Truitjf. 
" To Copt. Mordannt, Ship CnnivnJ' 

But» thirdly, says Mr. JameSi Port Adelaide is destitute of woodi 
water, and ballast. JNow, there is wood at the Port, (if of no other 
kinds, the *' odious mangrove trees,*' with which, our florid author 
acknowledges, the ** narrow dirty ditch ** ir '* fringed on both sides,'* 
and 'M.he dwarf-tea-trecs,*' which, be says, skirt ''* its low swampy 
shores ;'') and plenty for fetching in the neighbourhood. Water, no 
doubt, is scarce ; but it is regularly supplied from the city, and may 
hereafter be easily convoyed, at little expense, by means of pipes, the 
distance being only six miles— or obtained by boring^ ; and, if there 
be no ballast, what have the numerous vessels oone which have left the 
port? If there is nothing else, thero is at any rate plenty of mud; 
and stone ballast, of the best kind, is procurable at r^epean Bay. Why, 
in Calciilla there is no common ballast but mud, and scarcely any thing 
better in London without paying for it. But we are authorized by 
Captain Hurst to state, that he twice ballasted in Fort Adelaide ; and 
that there are, in his opinion, within that port ^ millions *tnd milliofts 
of torn of white sond^ sufficient to ballast a fleet qf ten ilousandsailf 
and procurable without J&fficulty or expense ! He adds, that with 
the use of his long boat, ne ballasted his vessel in the course of a 
single day. 

Were further evidence required, in proof of the capabilities of 
Port Adelaide, it might easily be adduced. But mark the incon- 
sistency of our disappointed author. Whilst, according to the resi* . 
dent Commissionei's jdispatch, dated April 4, 1838, the harbour 
" wonid hold in perfect safety, at all times, upwards of 100 vessels,'*-^ 
and vessels, as we have seen, of 500 tons burthen, Mr. James de* 
nounces st as wellcnough *^ only for small vessels,'* and' ' totally unfit for 
the general purpuses of commerce;" and yet, on page 155, he declares, 
that Port Philip; with its f(pw hundreds of inhabi!.acts, and a wharf, 
according to htaown statement, only capable of receiving at its side 
a few schooners of seventy tons, ** as the navigation will not allow more 
thao eight or uitfo feet dranght of water/'-^^-nevertheless, bids fair 
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Ic* be one of the principal porU on the coast, *f and will «oon rival 
South Australia in wealth and importance/' 

But now for Mr. James's paoacsa for •* Port Misery/' and all the 
evils thnt are likely to resuU from Colonel Light's ** folly '* in selecting 
it as the. port of the chief city* "•South Australia,*' Mys Mr. James, 
(page 0,) *' can boast of having one of the fineii harbours in the world ; far 
superior to Portsmouth, Plymouth, Cromarty, Cork, or Milford, in 
Great Britain ; the harbour of Port Lincoln^ in Spencer's Oulf, may 
be said to eqiut) ^nv of the celebrated harbours of Constantinople, 
Port Hohon, Halifax, Trincomalee, Rio, or Port Jackson." He 
adds, " Nothing can prefcnt tliis magnificent harbour from being, 
sooner or later, the emporium of the new colony /' and again, p. 206, 
*' Sooner or later, in spite of opposition, the Capital of South Au* 
3traHa must be hefe«** In his zeal, bowever, to enrry his puiat, he 
has fallen into a blunder, which we may just note, eni*a>$9ant, and 
leave him to get out of a« he can. 



" Ths foreign sad ixport trtds -)niMl» s' ''' The Mily irporti to be tlicught of for 
io ipit^ of the first ODfortooate lolfctioa of iho n«tt twenty yean, will ^ wool aod 
Adel&ide. ho qU carried od at Pwi Lm» oil, a fjw hides, and a little b«L<k. To 
c0lA."-«-pigs lih Van Diemeo's Land tboy msy ha^e an 

opportunity of eiportiog a littli^ "tsriajTe. 

v; pork, Knms, and bacon, from the rich 

:, flats on the banks of the Murrayp wbich, 

'^ , of eour$e, will hafe to be shipped io £«• 

CtiM.tffr Bajv*'*— pa^ 1S9. 

" Victor H&rtMur, although t/^^t inferior 
» Nepean Ba>\. Sn point of secuiSiy, will 
ahortljr become V olaee of import&ece, aa 
it is in the oeighbourbood of a rich and 
valnable country, and will romnWttid, 
eventoslty, - the,. >coastiog trade of \tfes 
colony."«^page 9. 

Now, if all the export trade is to be carried onNitt Port Linccln^x' 
how can the produce cf the Murray be shipped iii Encoutiter Bay? 

^ Besides, we have shown at length in the History of South Australia, 
that Encounter Bay afTords no safe and sufficient cinchorag;e for more 
than two or three vessels ; and ** the landing in boats," says Mr. James, 
'' i^ at all tiroes bad at Victor Harbour, and renders you liable to a 

^ good ducking **' In other words, both passengers and merchandira 
would stand a good chance of being capsized 1 And this is one of 
the harbours ('' though P0t>iing compared to Port lincotnf ) which 
Mr. James in his absolute wiraom would establish in place of Port 
Adelaide 1 \ .' \ ' 

/ But a word or two respecting the unfitness of Port Lincoln as the 
maritime and commercial dep6t of the new colonv. 'It so happens 
that, in compliance with tne instructions of the ^Commissioners, 
Colonel Light, the Surveyor^Oeneral, did earamtne Pott . Lincoln ; 

' :aUhough he did not fix upon it As the site for the Arst town ; and, 
while he was there, he was joined by the Buffalo f on board of which 
WQS the first governor, who conenrred withnim In opinion that, alt 
things considered, a more nnsuitable spot could not be pitched 
upon. 
Colonel Light surveyed the coast and hc^Tbovr of Port . Lincoln in 
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December, 1836 ; and his report, which we subjiin entire, wifl, we 
should think, dispel fromeveryonc'sbrainbutMr,Jamcs*s, (should it 
exist ia any other) the illusion that Port Lincoln possesses funertor ad- 
vantages to Port Adelaide ; or that the adjacent land of the one is 
worthy of comparison with that of the othen 
The Colonel s narratire is as follows : 



*' No?. 28.— Procosded to Nepsta Bsy for ths ssrvsyiDg boat, prepanttory to tailiog 
fiv Pi^.i L:ocolo, 

" Dec. 3«— At 8 a.ro. pasted Wedge Itlood to the louUiwanl, with a light brceite frooi 
the eastward and a h^avy iweU fnm the S.8.W. ; at noon, nearW calfa, off* Thistlei*« 
laland, with a dmg^HtMM twiU ; at p« m. Cape Doonington being within 1*2 tnilet, 
and a light breeve ipringiDg up from the eastwardi we rare in hope« o» r^ttioff in before 
dark } iu hnlf an hour the wind flew all lound the corapaga, and loon after foil a dead 
Calais— Midnight, light airr from N. E. 

- " Dec. 4.— At 30 minatespait 3 a.m., beinff near thu poH, hove to till daylight ; at 30 
minuKis past 4 made aail ; at 6 much ItghtoiD^ in the N.W., and the wind baffling ; 
nt 15 minutcapast S, ludden, heavy guata of wind from N.W. ; at 31 mlncicK past 6, 
light breeifM all round the compafi ; at 6, about two milea from Cape Dontiingloo, 
and working vp, the ahiphad broke off nearly two piinta on eich lick ; roekji ulandt and 
^oalt in tv§ni dtrfttitn ; at 8 reached in between Boston Island aud Cape Donnington^ 
with gnifa of* wind so strong, were obliged to take in top-gallant saila^ lower topKaila on 
tbo cape, up courses and down jiti. A- merchant ship, bound to this port» not et« 




from the 8.W«« with o^aiional rain ; found the Cygncf nt anchor in the bight of the 
gnif. 

^ <* Dee. 6.-- Cot u«ider weigh at 30 minntes paat 6 a.m.» to run up to the Cvgn$ip 
but the wind aoon after blew ao strong from the westward, obliged to anchor about a 
mile to the westward of the little shoal put down in FKnder^a charta. Noon» blowing 
a heavy gale, tarn cleddetfly ^ opiuhn lAJa is no kart'mrfnr mtrehant thipi. Lookiujg 
St it aa a por$ for men-of«wtr. well manned, plenty of boats, &c., it ia verv well ; it 
is oaoadotts, and has good holding gronivd, but m Mrong guiU of wind shilUug all 
round the compsM render the enUance not altogether lo safe as ihe plan of it on paper 
would indiiiato. I will n^w oomptrs ths two gulls. 

"** OVLV srsfictn. " oolt st. rtWMir, 

'* 1.— The mouth of the nlf haa many ** 1^— Them are nc obslmctiona what 

obstmettons by rockT isl'inos and reefs, iter, and it is certainly moch more sheU 

and during the prevtlenee of the westerly tefvd from westerly gain than Gulf Spen- 
galea a most tremendona sea must be 



i» 



thrown there, if I may judge from the 
swell we had in coming actoas in fins 
weather/' 

" ovLf a#aitcsn. . . " otii^ sr. vnonNT. 



*' a.--Csn a ttrangs ship, making This* ** 3«— If a ahip be bound to Gulf Su 

tie Island, Wedge Islsnd, or any othor Vincent thu would make the land at the 

part, iuftt before dark, and a gale coming 8«W. end of Kangaroo Isliiod, or go the 

es, wtth thick weathiri shape h» coons cdier passage ; in either case, s westerly 

and mn without danger into the jnlf t gals coming on, she ia aoon ont of daoginP 

Kot for the wind may, and noat nkely and under shelter. In the nest place, 

would, bailie st ths moot critical poiot» should Uie vsftael be st the mouth of Gnlf 

that is, between two Istaads] her asM 8t« Vincent when a gale comes on, she 

plan, therefore, would be, to bieh laves* msf steer right up ths gulf, even in the 

tigator*! Strait, if aha caa, if ndtn ahe meat aight, by eompsiia i the further the goes, 

liy to, and the flood in such a caas being the leu sea site will have, sod finslly may 

much stronMT, aho might bs drifted into let go her anchor in 7, 0, 6. 4, or 3 

s very unsam aitnation | and if aho nnfor* fathoms, where, if well found in ground 

nmsicly bedrina oa say of ths aamsraas tsekla^ ahs is saie to hold well (I apeak 
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racks or thoalt it would bt coiUlin do* fVoro elper^tr^'>; ood should even the 
slruction tu all." Itst disaster triae of goiiif on shore, lifo 

and property would be saved, and most 
likely the ship herself." 



" ovLV armcm* 

*' d#— Port Lincoln ia oertainly a line, 
eepacioue harbour, bat a great part of it 
is open to the N.E., and the mouth of it 
surrounded, as the charts will shiw, by 
bUnds aod reefa (and there aie many not 
kid down) ; and v' we fc«d 99 mtich livii6i# 
*9i*i i^, and sncn sudden, sh*(ting gusts of 
wind at this season of the year, what may 
we expeft i.i winter I Toe westeriy gaw 
that would bring 1 ship up to the mouth 
of the harbour would prevent her oetting 
in when there, end she runs, as 1 said 
before, great risk of currying away her 
maats." 



" OITLf St, TIlfCBirr. 

" 3.— The ha-bour in Gulf St. Vincent 
is long and more like a river, and sheltered 
from every wind (the heavifst gale UfAU 
any quarter can nev^r hurt), and when the 
tmtranee is properly buoved dowo there ia 
no diflicolty whatever. Another very ma« 
lerial point in favour of.thni harbour ia, 
that in Gulf St. Viiioent there is no fear 
from any winds eioept woeterly. ^nd these 
ar^ Ciir to ran into the harbour ; the only • 
fault it has is, that ships must wait for ihie 
tide, hut is thia not the case in tlto Thamesi 
•«-«snd with two mud boatii for deepening 
channols, the shallow parte could easily 
be m&ue free for shios drawing 16 or 18. 
feet water at half«flood, m they ettend but 
a very abort dlitance : even now there is a 
little mwu than three falhoma over at high 
water." 

'* ouLP sriNCBR, " ontf ST. vmciBKr* 

" 4« — ^Bferchant vessels, after they get *' 4/**I^ the harbour above Iloldfest 
in, muAt land their cargoea at a distance Bay* ^ ahip once Ki may lajr ahmgside a 
of one and two miles from the ^hips ; in whiarf when erected, and until then land 
blowing weather they would not be able her cargo by boats in penectly smooth 
to land At all. aod I believe it blows hard water, even in the heaviest galea, and not 
full bcif the year round. From what 1 ooe day lost ia any aeaaoa of the year." 
have teen these two cayi^ ncthiag could 
hjve been landed, evea if lighters had 
been |#rcnarcd ; and therefore 1 have reason 
to say, thit« in this pon, many daya in the 
year would be ea%iiely loot to trading tea-, 
aels." 

'* Dec. d—Spent this dav w short In esamintn|{ the country, and most dseidedly 
Bay, it cannot bt thought of for a first settlement ; itt every direction we walked there 
W4S nothing but atone. We found some frcMi water in the plain, near the spot marked 
by Flioder; but, on the whole, Port Lincoln is not fit fc^r a settlement 



" De.*. 9."»Got under w^b to ^*eturn to Gulf St. Vincent, and oontibne my ea* 
amination there, for I have been considering much of this gulf, and Uiink ii best |o givo 




cent are ro promising that I do not tike losing more time. We bad much iiouble this, 
morniog in getting out of thd harbour, and the wind agtdn balBing as tbe wnole day, eb- ' 
liged us to bring up dinder Taylor's Island. ^ ' 

*>^ " Dec* 10.— Under weigh at daV.ight, but, after tiyiug to get out all^» ware obliged 
to ro(n« to an anchor in Auroorv Cove. ** ^ 

•" J>ec. 11^— Weighed at daylight, and shaped our course 16 ihf nortliward of This* 
tIeS Island* This day hu proved more tht dangara of the navigatioa to Port Lincoln ) 
Ainy shoals were seen not laid down in Capt, Fundht'a or t!h Fi«adicbfirta.«-«At alght 
bifVQ to, olf Point Marsden. 
«. " Dec. 11.— Came to an ancbcf at noon b Nepean Bay, aad ftmnd the Turn 

" Dec. 14^-Got both ships under weigh for tbe bftvoour in Galf Sir . Vinoaat Tha 
napid anchored at Rapid Bay to taka aocue sloreBi flu)*, oa board* and the YWm O'Skamtr 
proeaeded to tha harbour. 
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AN EXroSUHE OV JAMBS's 



' '* Dm. 16.— Left Rtptd Bay at noon, and stood over to examine the wettern coast at 
7 p«iD., blowing strong from ttie 3.E,« and hove to on the ita:lioard tack/' 

Now, the tligkt difference between Colonel Ligbfs nnd Mr. Jamet'e 
estimate of the capabilities of Port Lincoln is, that tho Colonel 
** examined it extensively with his own eyes." whereas Mr. James 
nerer set foot upon its '* land-locked basin/' nor walked along ** the 
margin of its deep waters." 

But we may dismiss tbis subject; since, according to the Soutk 
Australian Gaxettif Mr. James is alone in lii^ opinion. It appears 
that, on the 17th of Sept.* 1837, Coionel Torrens addressed a letter to 
Colonel Light, in whicn the following passage occurs r— <" Those who 
would have the capital at Port Lincoln, or at any other place westward 
of Oulf Bu Vincent, are !itterly ignorant or the vast commercial 
advantages which nature has conferred on the port of the Murray. 
What New Orleans and the valley of the Mississippi are becoming to 
the United States, the city of Adelaide and the valley of the Murray 
will become to Australia. I lose all patience when I think of the 
conduct of those who would disapprove of the east of Oulf St. Vmcent, 
and hold that the capital ought to have bce^ placed upon n western 
part of the colony.*' The Coloncrs letter having been made public 
in the colony, the Colonial Editor remarks upon the above extract in 
the following language s— '^ Colonel Torrens there states that ' he loses 
all patience when he thinks of the conduct of those who hold that the 
capital ought to have been placed upon a western part of the colony* 
It is evident that Col. Torrens has necn told by some jn. that there 
wore persons who entertained such nn idea. A more disgusting-falae* 
hood^ we say at once» never was writfiH. ' We proclaim it to he utterly 
untrtte that such an opinion was ever entertained^ or even publicly 
expressed.'* 

In finei until Mr. James can satisfactorily show how the noble 
Murray is to be mude to disembogue itself at the back of Port Lin* 
• coin, and how the flocks and herds, which are being watered and fed 
along its fertile banks, cjirovre toCowandilla Plains, are to be carried 
across the tvo impassable gulfs, we mtist continue to regard Adelaide 
as the natural outlet of the country east of the Gulf of St. Vincent 
and of the Murray. 

8o much for Mr. James*s comparative estimate of Port Adelaide 
and Port Lincoln. 

' Though acci!Stomed to rough it — having travelled a hundred thou- 
sand miles, and having had great expcricnco in tliu older colonies of 
Sydney and New South Wales-— Mr. James inquires, at the port of a 
colony lust eighteen months old, ** if there is any coach to the town V* 
^^and being answered by a careless shake of the head, he sets off tp 
walk, not the best pleased that there was no coach on the stand, or 
omnibus plying between the port and the cit^. Had he remained a 
few days more in the colonyi he might have witnessed this additional 
proof of the amazing progress it is making in assimilation to an En- 
glish towo*^ But, Defor0 we accompany him across '* Adelaide 
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'/' * l*he rollowing b tha^y of aa sd? ertisemaHi wbWtb af»peamd in the South Atuitd* 
IMS OeantU of .Hay 10, 1(38 1—*« Oa Monday, tlis 2lst inst, s Spring tw will 
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«wamp^ to ** Adelaide township/' we will juat liften to one of his 
tales, represented by his reviewers as imparting to much freshness and 
piquancy to the Toli'me, Such stories may m capital materials for 
book-making, but are not very creditable to one whopriuts for neither 
fame nor profit (?), and who affects to speak the truth. Here it i«(:— - 

** One of Ifie pasMngeri, on laodiag from the Lord OotUri^ or Uia Gvnton, the 
author forget« which, evprc^ed to htm how much ho wis disappoinfed in too harhour 
and river. He had been toU to Loodoi:, he satd, that, though too th\p was too large lo 
go up to the * City of Adelaide'— fur eirvin thta it had received the ndicolooa aaoie of 
eiiy— yet that the patsengert aod luggage would be taken n;|bv bargee and amaU craft i 
and, ao ignorant did every one appear to be, even in Adelphi Terrace, that it waa there 
he wu infomcd that he ahould be taken up the river in a berime, with all hia bose«, 
baggage, and good> !Ie «xpc«:led, in abort, to have found a magnificent river—for each 
it wftt repreaented in the mapi*-TOdniog up from tbe harboar to the **wn ; whevs bs 
aoppoaed, being fond of batht<?g, he hadno'Jitng to do» in i hot day, bat 

'•.•'• to planga 
Into the T&rrtht *. and to roll along 
On the awtft whirl of the new*breaking wavo I* 

How romantic I And what a pity that 'ihe Commiaaioncra ahonld have been kept in 
such a atate of ignorance I In ihci* written tnatructiona to the Reaident CocimiaMoaer, 
they alwaya aeero to have rontefnplaled the aelection of their town cloie lo the ahippiog, 
for tSe wiri ' Qaayt' conatanUy ocetiiB ; but ther< will aover bs any quay in the town 
of AdeL:de«" 

Now, the Lord Ooderich sailed from England in Oct. 1837, and 
the Canton in December of the same year, several months after the 
CommtKsicners were in receipt of Colonel Lip^ht's despMchcs and sur- 
veys of t):c coast and site of the Crst town. They conld not, therefore, 
when ei».hcT of the alH>ve«named vessels sailed, have been in ** such a 
state of if«:noran2e" as Ml ..lames imputes to them, even if they were 
before. Nor are they or any of their subordinates. capable of practiAingr 
so paltry k deception vipon a lahourSng^ emigrant* besides, the Com- 
iniasiotierQ themselves, in their second Report, acknowledge the desir- 
ableness of a water commniiication between the port and Adelaide, 
and propoae ** to connect the port with the river by a canal six miles 
in length." Mr. James, however, who can blow hot and cold in the 
same breath, exclaims, page 146. ** But, besides the money required 

eomffience rennioe between Adelaide and the port» every day (SundSy eioepted), with 
paaaengera and lieht packagea ; toatart from the former place at ten o'clock a.m., aod to 
retoro thither at four p.m. fare each way, four ahillinra ; or to and fror Mven aliillinga. 
FUcfti and parcoli booked by Mf^ Tod, Port Adolaids t and hy Mr. Deacoa, Colfee* 
booae. Nortii-parade, Adelaide, where packagea will be left till called for.'* 

* A p<uiige. after all. h:\ ** the tiny Torreoa." mav In attended with nore aeriooa- 

eonaequences than nlr. Jamea'a account of that river elaewhere would lead one to aup*. 

poae. *' On Tueaday, March 20, 183t,'* aayii the SmifA Auanlum Oautte, " a maa 

' named Joeeph Lee fell into a pool near the wooden bridge, in a state of inlosication, 

and waa drowned. It appea» that Los and another young man had beca di inking 

together, and commencea ak^Iarking by the aide ci th^ pool, when they both toUvd in. 

. Lea funk ; and hia companion, after etmggling for some time, waa reacued bgr aone 

' native men, who ptvtiMin and brought him to the ahiiia. They also dlverf, and found 

the body of Lee, who had not been mbre than t^o ntinniee subinergod \ bot every effort 

to reatore animati<>n proved unavailing." The same jour jal rscorda an inquett on 

the body of Caplrin Bromley, who waa found drowned *' in a pool ia the river near his 

houaei inlo whiclu it waa conjectured, he had fallen white drnwing water/' on the 7lh. 

of May, ISdS. Who ever heani befora of a nsa being drownsa la aa " Irishman'a 

hatt"" 
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for canah and rail-roads, to raise which would |>u7.zle them, there 
would bo a still greater difficulty in obtaining a supply of water for 
ikeir eanal^ lo that any schemes of this nature will only serve to be 
laughed at" Indeed i Tliat the laugh <nay be turned against Mr. 
James is more than probable ; but we must not anticipate. 

Mr. James reaches Adelaide in a most pitiable plight, " hungry, 
thirsty, and fatigued,— covered with dust and perspiraiion*" But a 
good dinner at ** mine host's," and, pleasant companions, soon cause 
him to forget his wav-side troubles ; and, after discussing ** the un« 
wholesome Israelite s baked meats/' and drinking ** a bottle of Bar« 
clay's stout," he 6nds himself in a condition to re-«commenco his 
hostile observations of the coloov. We next find him quarrelling 
with the site of the town, — a subject on which, as on roost others, 
he is at variance even with himself. 



" It it vsry disigreeible to be compelled 
to scuk \n this decided tone cf the un* 
suitioleoeu of Port Adelktde, becanse it 
lecni to imply s €en«ttre tinoo Colunel 
L«ffhl, tKeSurvevoi- General of the Colony, 
In wAotf HiKTiikm U tttifd whtrt Co Hleet 
Hnfirdiwm .'"--page II. 



*< The ftfst ships tdverti^ by the Com* 
n«uioiiert to Mil with Emigranlt from 
Great Biitaio, were adrettiied /br Port 
lAneoln diiect ; whtr$ lh$ eapUal iity wat 
inUndid t«> hav$ be$n iUabiwad t and it 
is a thousand pitiea that the Commisstoiiera* 
inttrwtwut in this matttr wero not com- 
plied ivith{ because, in tbo absence of 
any other Port, in the wlible line of coastt 
that can be oontidered free from objections, 
as well as safe and accessible at all seasons 
of the year, nothing can prevent this 
magnificent harbour from being, sooner 
or later, the emporiam of the new colony**' 
— psge 8. 

We happen to have a copy of the Cortimissioners* ,*' Letter of 
Instructions to the Surveyor-General" lying before us* Ibe entire 
letter is an unqualified disproof of Mr* James's assertion (page 8) ; 
but an extract or two will be sufficient for ottr purpose* ** Having 
completed the survey," say the Commissioners, ** andf having carefully 
recorded all important circumstances, so that tha dilScrent sites, 
favourable for the erection of towns, mav be brought into exact com« 

Earison, you will proceed to determine which of the several sites shall 
e selected as that of the first town $ a duty which you are hereby 
fullv authorized ,and required to discbarge*'* • o • «< Believing 
such a result will be mobt efTectually secured by placing the whole 
responsibility of the decision in your handSf the Commissioners 
purposely avoid all minute instructions for your guidance,'' Sec. * * * 
*< When you have determined ihct site of the first town," &c. 

But neither is Mr. James correct when he states, in the passage 
alreadv quoted, that *^ the first ships advertised by the Commissioners 
to^ sail with Emigrants from Great Britaini were advertised for Port 
Lincoln direct/' No luch advertisements were ever issued by the 
Commissioners or their agents t and it is well known that the South 
Australian Companjr's ships (the first that sailed for the Colony with 
Emimnti) were dispatched for Nepean Bayi in Kanjnroo Island i 
whitner, a)i0| the two first vessels despatched by the Commissioners 
were directedi In the first instance, to repair* 
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Still dispcBed to be querulous about the location of the city« Mr, 
James proceeds: 

• m 

** The friends of the Surveyor*Genertl '* Befuts any person hat been aflhore tt 
have staled, that he chone the situation of Adelaide tweoty.foar bouia, CTen the 
the towu for the richness of the soil ; greenest and most inexperienced pnt tbia 
thodgh It is the first time in the history of .lueation t Why did yon select the town 
colonization, that such a reason baa been eight miles from the landing[-placc 1 An« 
adduced/*-— page 19. awer— Because we preferred being away 

from the nsstv saifora, and thought tt 
better not to be anooved with the de« 
nv)ralfaing iiifluence of a seaport*'**— pp. 
32, 33. 

These assigned reasons are in opposition to each other ; tliou^h 
both of them may hcve had weight with the Colonel. The one which 
preponderated in his mind !s thus stated by Mr. Oouger: 

** It was at 6rst wished/* says Ur. Govptr, " that Adelaide shiHild be placed two 
or three miles nearer the port * Colonel Light, however, discovered, with hit u'^ual 
ssgacity, that, if it bid been rjaced there, it would hare been subject to inuoilation ; 
and he therefore returned to tlie site Arst marked out If, again, according to a sug- 
restion that was once msde to biro, the seat of government had been made at the port, 
frerh water must hsve been conveyed to tht V»m from the present site of Adelaide. 
Now, wt hav$ at th$ totcn an $icellent tupply effreth water, but we have to convey to 
the town those commodil v import^idinto the colony which are intended for coosuroption 
in the town ; and the qriet;tioa to be decided was, which waa the least injuriouB to 
tUo colony, to convey vo the iahsbitants of tlie town the articles required for their 
consumption, or all ine water they would use for culinary and other purpcscs. Col. 
Light at once decided that it was less iujuriona to bring those commodities trom the port 
to the town, thr.n the freuh water lo tho port, and I think posterity will thank him for 
his decision ; but, if such reasoning will not Justify the adoption of the present Bite, 
the mere fact of the eicessive rise in the value of towu-landa will l>oar it out mmt 
completely/' • 

Ay, there's this rub ! It was thts ** excellent supply of fresh 
water*' that induced Colonel Light to Ax the site where he did,— a 
fact to which, after all, Mr. James is constrained to subscribe. 
** There are, however,** says he, page 17, in describing the Torrcns, 
** several pretty good holeSf which have too much water in them to be 
entirely exhauatcd by the 8un*s heat ; and tf was on account of these 
water holes that the town was placed in this unfortunate {?) 
situation,** 

The following just and able defence of Colonel Light's judgment in 
fixing ** this Adelaide and Port Adelaide,*' which stand so much in 
Mr. James's way, where he did, is from the pen of Mr. Finniss; and 
was written on the Ist of August, 1837, but is as complete an 
anst^er to Mr. James, ju thou)(;h written to meet the slanderer of the 
. Colouy in England, in the Christmas of 1838. 

* Cbtonel Light's ewn ackuvut ia as follows \ •• The site of the towa was not deter^^ 

mined on befoit Lit Escelleocy the Governor appeared in person. I consented to 

' remove the town itbont two miles lower down the rivif , and we also walked topcth^r to 

that spot, which wss agreed on between his Eaoellency and myself to be the nito ; but, 

on easmination afUirwards, Ifouud ths winter torrenta overflowed th« banks considcr.-ibly ; 
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*• Thi»i then," tiyt Mr. ITtontfi, '* It the ceiie made out igaiiiBt tliA Surveyor- 
Oe&ertl : that he aelectwl^ a port out capable of receiving shi;«c of hes^vy toon&ge, ia 
yrefenspce to Port Lincolo or Nopean Bay, or any othc? port that mtght huv€ Utn .%' Wc- 
Ptrtd, and that bo fised Mie nite'of 'Jie to^Q lix inilo& from Ihut harbour/' I thkll oii'^ 
consider the reason that probably led Colonel Light to ihe choice. Inhere are bi.t three 
( arcounlQ of the coasts or South Au&trulijt which cap bo co.iiidured as of any authority, 

vi?^. those of Flioder^ ; the FreucU oavigators, Baudin and De Freycinet ; ar;d Sturr. 
J Tht charts of these scientiflc men show the outline of the coast iu • way sufficient to 

J p6iL't out thoM parts which oAered the greatest prospect to a closer exaoMnation. Tho 

J map of the course of the Murray Iliver to Encounter B».>, by Siurt, with his description 

^ of LaVe Alexao<.'rina, w«tre feaiuics of such inriportcuce that, combined with Flindcr*s 

rf)|K>rts, showing the oapabiltiies of Gulfs Spencer bnd St. Vincent. sufBcient data wera 
considered as establishea to mark this region out for tho site of a colony, Thoso who pro* 
jected ihis Colony selected it, because they knew that the Murray iniurcd abundjnce of 
fresh water, a long line of internal communication, and its banks were fitbid for ugr'oul- 
tural operations in the highest degree, and thev koi*w- that tiieie exi^ttd the two 
magnificent harl>ours of Purt Lincolu and N jpean Bay, the latter wiiliiu thirty miles of 
the embouchure of the Murrny. 1*he grand eltractiun was the Kivc Murray, with iti 
fertile plains, because it offered the means of developing on h grand scale the sources of' 
wealth of Australia, vix., the growth of wool, and the breeding of cattle. Tho certainty 
of thii prospect, and the soundmci uf those views, produced 35,000/. in tho salt* of 
lands, hfid only in anticipation, ond irjduc d the iurma'ion of a Company, with a 
canital of upwards of 200,000/. Hence, then, the Commissioners for South Australia 
duly cnntiiderin{^' these facts, directed the particular attention of the Surveyor*Gcnuai 
to the examination of the eastern shores or St. Vin'.ent'b Gulf, u tettUment in fact on 
' Spcneir*t OulJ\ or cvtn on ih4 weitern tian't of Gulf St, Vinrent, v>oi»ld have bem u 
jtraciifial abatuhtiinent of the known retourcis of the eoumrit, for olhet'f of a Jouhtful c/in* 
raeter, and could only have been reairled to in the event of a faihire oj uU our hopa und 
expecttitiont. If l!olonel Light could find an eligible site fronri Encounter Bay to the 
head of Gulf St. Vincent, tho object for which the selection of this port of Now iloliimd 
was made would bo gained, and the purchasers of land be gratified in tlr**. successor 
their anticipaiior.s. U Puit Lincolu is a bplcmiid harbour — if thu land is (Ipo, and tVuih 
water abundant, 'm much the bettor — then we brve two places representing »u^h advan* 
Uges. If Nepean Bay can shelter a wlible fleet, so mucii tho better that we have three 
harbours. These are all elements of future prosperity. They will boi-ome tho P«irts- 
mooth iind Plymouth oi' South Australia. But Adelaide mi*at to a coitainty be the 
metropolis, bccamie its advantages, comir.cicial and agricultural, are greatly superior. 
The agricultural excellencies even the onponents to the '«ite do not venture to doubt-* 
but its commercial prosjpects they do, Port Adelaide is in latitude 34 de^. 4G min. 
Nearly as Tar up the guii a% a ship can go. Ihe entrance to it is over a r.audv bar, on 
which there is eip.hicen feet of water at spring tides. It runs inland parallel lo the 
coast for several miles, and as thcie is not a rock in it, or near it, vessels are as safe ua 
in the Thames, with tho same facilities for landing cargoes, sinc<) ships anchor close to 
tho shore. ♦•♦•>#♦ 

" It 'S a well known fact also that the Buffalo, a ship of 600 tons, could have entered, 
ond hcen safely mojred within, although her ma:iter would not make the attempt. His 
Ex., Governor Hindmarsh, has published hii! opinion in opposition to thut of Mr. V^ooJ, 
and Captain Lipfcon, the hurbour-masiur, aas testified to the satne efTcct. WVit rhea 
becomes of the assenion, that tho harbour, if safe, is unfit to receive ships of heavy 
tonnage ! No larger ships arc enipioyed in those seas than the Turn O'i^hanler (^' tno 
Buffalo, if we except Indi&men. ]3ut I will assctt that Ihere is a aaf^ c;«viio>-age for 
sliips even of this class outdide the bar, and tn Holdr»** B»y, as safe indeed as the 
anchoraee at Port Lincolo. It may "ppco.* Mimewbat oxtraorJioary to ae^eit this, and 
naQticalmen roigSit zvuWv at tlie remark, but this ia thj state of the case. Thcie is a 
long Una of snmiy beach extending from Holdfast Bay to the Harbour. The water 
deepens very gradually indeed to the middle of the gulf, so that large bhin« rnr.v» anchor 
three or four miles eft shr.re. 'J'he gulf at this part is very cr^rivw ; and the foimation 
of both «hoies enclccc^ the water in surh t *.7ajr as to prevent any heavy s>vcll being 
raised by south-west «ri;iui», which are the most likely to bo dangerous. The fact 
also of the giadual shoaling of the water contributes to this effect ; for tho winds cannot 
th'ow up any body of water to hurt a bhip, or oblige he)' to ^lip. The holding ground, a 
atiff clay, is so good that a ship will never diive if properly found in ground tackle { if 
' through any cause she drifts, it ia on to a tofl bottom, without any sea to knock her 
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abouc, «n<l woulJ be got pfTiara after lbe|[ale. Ex|/erteiice hai ahown thlt to be the 
casi: i and a small cutter rode oui the heaviest gale wA have had,-*-DO lea rising to hurt 
hnr, hut the mc.t furious ((uets rather rubbing down the fta* It ai>pf«''<i to me then (bat 
Ihe ohjecticr* to the llvbuur on account ef the impossibility c ships of 1000 tone 
entciing at present* is met by thesa facts, la addition it m*iy be at well to observe, 
that at I'urt /^incolL there are great\$r dangen to be apprehended tha.« even at anchor 
oflT («oIdfa»t Bay. A ship Is there eiposcd to sudden gusts which sweep across the land^ 
and if she drives she must be lost on the iron-bound shoiie that surrounds her. The 
^.itranee to Suercer's Gulf is one of peculiar ditBcultjf and danger* The approach to 
Si. Vincent's Giiif, and to ihe Harbour, Ls safe, ttiam t>eiog no rocks nor hidden dangers. 
Colonel ^i^htts neki accused (if aaving selected thti aite of the town at a distance 
fforn navigable waters. But would any cne have wished to pbse the town In a spot 
which they say ' is cm'roly deilitute of fresh water V Does any one think that the 
Sur/^yor-uennral could take a liver and a beautiful plain in hit hand, and plant them 
anion;; mangrove swamps 1 No. Colonel Lieht saw that noture had done a great deal, 
but not cvry thing. Ir. selecti.ig tha site of the town it was neces&ary to find a sput of 
sufliciint extent, jiositk'ely free from floods, with jooJ land in the vicinity. It was 
desirable that it should 'tUo be as near the harbour as possible. Colonel Light acccrd- 
in^Iv did the lost he could } he selected the rpot maikeu out by natuie ; his eye, trained 
to ousurve nature, and arcuslomcd to judge of the capatihiies of a country for tho 
wahlsuf liodic]) of men, coild not toislend him. Ileru then I have stated facts enough, 
which, ' trust, fully juniify luu in itiainUtning the comiuercial ad\Bnlugosof Adeiuidu 
and itii jHirt, ot^aiubi any opii.ion to the contr&ry* I might indulge in s|x*cula(iuns g.) 
this si*bic«;t* Is it f:t)t extraurdinory to fiail persons who havo witiie«8ed in Kngland the 
p3wcr ol science, start at ihs dilficu!ly presented by a distance of six miles over l^ per* 
iertiy level country Y Are railroads and canals impossible undertakings 1 then what 
will be the consequence 1 This six miles will become a vast suburb, studded with :>liops 
and warehouses, ^hich will be shunned by all for the more agreeable residence selected 
by the S irvcyor-Gonurc', l^'iruap& even then the town will be fouiid too close to tho 
harbour; vosols at anchor in the basins nnd docks of the IlivorTorrcns may be dis** 
clib.|,'iij{r thtiir t-argoes in the heart of the city. Surely then ihe Surveyor- General 
cAonut be accused t.f un error in judgment."* 

Fcr what reason we know not, but both cHtring hid reaidence in 




reminiscences of *' the gurgling little brcoV/' and test their truth. 



^ On pago ti'2, Mr. James asscni that the Cimmls^ioneia ate *' forcing the growth of 
this ilUcliosea spot.'* ** But," he adds, " it has been always setvk in other colonics that 
it never ar.Mw"'r« to force ftny t!*Mig ot thir kind airainst the wishes and good tenxc of the 
cniTiiUunity, and long boCore the trcei a.f* all cut duwn, this City of ^delaiUe, as it is 
ridiu':lou^ly called, will have dwiiuilud into an u n pretend ing country village *' Whether 
^Ii. Jam'is or the ^.olonists themselves aie ^mitled to credit, the reader shall decide after 
reading the following £ta*.einont : — At a public ifieeting of landowners, held on the 10th 
of February, |H'*7, th«« fol!ov.;Rg lesoiucion was carried by a mojoiiiy of 8\ : '*That- 
this rnectini; considers that in the tiiteseUcted by the Surveyor^Gcnerairor tho first town, 
he hai 842cared, in a mott saiisfaciory manner, those advantages which the Comrais- 
sioncrji and the first purchasers ivhen in Kngl&nd nintemplated as essential : a ccntial 
piint iu tho Province, tiie neighbourhood of ii safe and *mpf<vahle harbourt ahnndnnvt 
of ualrr on tU A/iuf, and of good land and pa»tui(ij>o," &c. ; and the 6th resolution, 
** That ihi** incetin(|[ condideis that tho Surveyor-General, William Light, Ksq., has 
roost ubiy and judii lously discharged the ics|)0i)sihle duty assigned to him by the Com- 
mvs&ioncri, u.vl h fully entitled to tlieir confidence In every respect/' was carried unani* 
mously. Again, on theSth of J.ine, 1^38, one hi ndrc'lsiod twenty of the discontented 
settler:*, I . •.vhorn Mr. James alludes-r^'cnllemen w'tom the SuuthfrH Ain^tiulian repiv- 
spots as o' ;he highest rcs|)ectabdity — gave ^ public dinner to Colonel Light. On ihat 
occasion when tho chuiimun, .1. Mrrphelt, ksq., pioposed Ihe health of " their talented 
and csteeniod gu(.'bt, Colonel Li<;ht," the applause which followed the announcement in 
destcribed us " 'Mithuaiastic beyond desciiption /' and when Colonel flight e to 
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Ha avert, page 30, that the Torrent '< may be stepped acroti^ 
urttboat one's knowing it:" pag;6 Hi that ** it is barely sufficient lu 
aupuly the handful of settlers at Adelaide with fresh water for their 
catuc and domestic purposeir;'* and page 17» that ** in the few 
p!aces where it r ns a( all, '.here would bij pjenty of room for the 
wtipleof it to run through an Iribhmon's hat ;" adding, **afar better 
river is made every day in the London streets when the parUh turn- 
cock opens a plug.'' But this is not all. Not only does *' the tiny 
little Torrens al' but vanish" before the summer's sun ; but, (page llH,') 
^* as misfortunes never come binglv, the few wells about the settle- 
ment of Adelaide become dry — tne scarcer the water the more you 
want it for washing." 
i Now, we must beg leave to remind our author that these de- 
scriptions are rathor too ** fanciful and florid " to be received as '* dry 
and simple det<iils of tacts,'' If he could only make people believe 
that there really is ^ scarcity of water at Adelaide, he would have 
less difficulty iu inducing them to remove, bag and baggage, to Poit 
Lincoln ; but he is the only one who has made the discovery. 

Doctor Johnson deflnes a *^' lie'' to b? ''any thing said with an 
intent to deceive;*' and we have no hesitation in afiirming that Mr. 
James's descriptions of the river Tor....i ought to hu placed in that 
category. ** In tho few places," says he, ** where it runs at all/' [it is 
never dried up, neither are the wells be speaks of, page IS,] tliere 
would be plenty of room iur the whole cf it to run through en Irish- 
man's hat," &c. ** There are, however, several pretty good holer^ 
which have too much water in them to be entirely exhausted hy the SHn\ 
heat" &c. — and this is the utmost admission that he makes t Now, 
manvof the *'ho!es," or rather elbows, or reaches of the rivep, to 
whicn ho alludes, are at least five fathoms deep, a hundred feet 
wide, and contain in the hottest weather probably 200 or 300,000 
tuns uf water each I But admitting that in the summer time the 



acknowledge tho we11-earuc;d compliment, "Iho company rone tn rnaiMi ond tlio 
epplaess if eakl to have lasted a coutiderable tims," Ono of the Sfjeakeiit afierwarda 
aiated diat the colony woM be mainly indebted to Colonel Light fjr tho pi^jspority (o 
which it wuiild undoubtedly attain, and that when they hereafter taw palaco« ru<in;^ on 
the two beaaufui ti^es of iheir town, they would sav that it wai to (ho grri:.t tulcnta and 
elegant tatte of their Sorve^^cr-Cienoral, Colont:! li^ht, who had laid out their plana, 
that they vere indebted for it. All the olhar ripeakers concurred in eulofpzing tho pro- 
fesdonalability of the Colonel, and in exprei»siona of eateem and admiration for him as 
a man. The SQuthem Auitraliant after priming tho report of the public dinner referred 
to, itdda; '*' We do not intend to eulogize thi« gentleman — ho U b«!j|<>iid our mniao ; for 
nothing liaa be added to the honest and heartfelt entliuHasmv/itli which tho whole uf iho 
colony on thia occasion came forwprd tii eiurcu their esteer. (or him a& a niar;, aod their 
admiration for him a'i an oiRcer. He hai nad no common work to achieve ; he haa had 
to perform it onder no eommoo circumstarjces ; ho bad done it in no common manner ; 
on him devolved the koIo ieapou8tbiH^| of fixing the aito of tho piincipul City of a Now 
Kmnifu, and of curveving an extensive tract for immediate posseaaion. ***//« 
itai gUin Hi a spot am a plan for a capital (f uhich ids tnutf jusliif bi proud,*' We 
might quote other tcalimoiiiea of a private kind in approbnilon of th^ aito irhn'-.Ari, but wo 
have preferred ccntinin^ ^t'!««ivf9 to a refcience to tfiiH public domonatraiion of thu 
colonista themaelvca, whose t<7wn Mr. James would not, after all, *' ohandiX ,*' but havo 
left to stand a munument to the folly of the pro^etaori: ; and «vu may cdd of the colouicta 
too, since thev ^.:rsist ia adorning its lovely plains and park-ltke acclivities with fair and 
beautiful ^drices. 
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T6rren$ i» merely a chaia of fredi water pools, And that U\a oarroweit 
and cliuilowest part of the stream which is formed by their overilow 
may bu ptepped across without one's knowing it ; pr> as imother hath ii» 
** may be spanneii with the hand, and sounoed with the finger/' still 
we conitndi that it has hitherto answered all the draugkiB which the 
colonists have made upon it ;. uvi we defy Mr, James to gainsay this 
foct. But in the winter season (and this M'r» James has omitted to 
mention) the Torrcns forms a good'y Viveri from thirty to forty 
yards across, running at the rate of Ca knots an hour, and losing 
Itself it\ tite reedy marshes about the port, where fresh water has been 
dipped at the sine of vessels lying in iho harbour :* and, ".vere the 
fcurgling little brook dammed up, as proposed, some distance below 
the town, Mr. James would have nothing to do when he visits the 
colony again, but 

** to pIcngQ 

Into ills Torrtui," 

and cool his distempered brain, 

Mr. James continues to be inconsistent with himself. <* The little 
rivulet," which (page 14) ** is barely sufficient to supply the handful 
ol settlers at Adelaide [6,000, according to his estimate, in the post^ 
script] with fresh water for their cattle and domestic purposes," is, pp. 
18 and 97, the only source of supplji for the inhabitants and shipping 
at the port; whither, he tells us, the freshwater is sent down daily 
frum Adelaide, in bullock carts, from one of which he hims^dlf slaked 
his thirst long before he '* stepped across" the stream. 

Unfortunately for him, all the settlers agree in describing the 
quality cf i.ie water of the Torrens to be ^' excellent," and the supply 
** abundant/' We have been at the pains of examining every letter 
we could lay hold of from Adelaide, and in not one is there a syllable 
about scarcity of water; and we are authorized by Captains Duff, 
Clesser, and Hurst, (all of whom happen to be in London at the time 
we are writing, and each of whom has resided at least thrc:e ntonths-^ 
as long as Mr, James — in the colony,) to state, that in their judgment, 
the Torrens would supply the inhabitants of a city the sice of London. 
But Mr. Jatnes thinks otherwise : ergo, the town must be removed 
to Port Lincoln, ** where there is abundance of fresh water.*' ''Sooner 
or later," quoth Mr. James, '* it must come to this.*' We shall see. 

flovino: disposed of the site of the city, Mr. James attacks the 
city itsijlf. •« Tho place," says he, page 149, " is a desert ; a wilder- 
ness/' ^uge 54 ; and, page 33, ho telU us, that ''the conssqucnoe 
is, as might have been expected, that in the day-time jjersons are 
constantly lobing themselves in ihe midst of the city, whdst at nig'ht 
it is iutpossible to move out of th^ house without coi>ipanv» unless you 
have a desire to bleep under a tree." On page 02, hf^ likens [l tec 
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^Tho following ftJvoruaiimunt, ropioil from \\\9 South Australian 0<it«f ft, of June 
10, in:!B, but oinlUcil by Mr. Jairu in his iWifiimii of aJyertiiemeaii, fr^m iho 
coIuMin* oi'lhol jouknu!, iir-.M.rto(l p|i. 241— S!4(>t muM ht very K<tirtling U) ol'7 Irtiiied 
ai\ihor. ** Any •rM'm being dcilrouH of renting land on ruatooabU l'4..'nR, may houcf 
a vnluablo opportunity, coiUiiinuui (o Port Adulaido, proiidtU ha th liiver 7Wf«iit 
with fresh u<iiir, and undoubtedly equal, if ooi lupciior, tu t.iy land ill Ihe Culony, 
For p&rticu)ari in.-^v.ire of Kobcrt Cock." 

Ji ? 
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.''CAmp:*' on page 108» he calls it a *' iriserable town;** and in Tultf 
postscript, a ^' miserable village/' , ** And yet/' says lie, pago 32, 
** there are sprinkled up and down in the place a ftw substantial 
buildings ; one belonging to the Company on an enormous scale — » 
another good brick house to Mr* Hack — another to the enterprising 
[rum- importing] Mr. Gilles-^one to Mr. Thomas, and a couple of new 
taverns. The rest of the dwellings are made of very slight materials, 
and the number of canvas tents and marquees give some part cf the 
settlement the appearance of a camp." This is, word for word, Mr, 
James's description of Adelaide. In this enumeration no mention is 
made of Hindley Street, Thomas's 'Street, and other streets built, or in 
progress of building ; the whole rows of houses belonging to the com- 
missionerSyOr of any of the public offices. But Mr, Gouger, who left the 
colony six months before Mr. .lames, estimates the number of houses 
at that time to have been not less than three hundred ; and. since then, 
building on a large and substantial scnie has been goin^ en with as- 
tonishing rapidity. We have heard Mr. Gouger in private compare 
the appearance of Adelaide to Grantham, in Lincolnshire, and 
Captain Hurst, with v;bom Mr. James ccme over to this country^ 
states, that he never lost himself in it in thf day-time— that it never 
bad the'* wilderness" appearance Mr. James ascribes to it, and that 
the vast number of dwellings then erected was sufficient to disprove 
Mr. James*8 assertion*;. Captain Duflfand his lady likewise informed 
the writer that they never experienced the least difGculty in threading 
the mazy wildernesses of the town or its suburbs. 

*^ There is not the remotest chance/* says Mr. James, page 33, 
** that the unnatural abortion can ever come to good." Nay, a» 
though forgetting that he had walked its streets— lodged in one of its 
inns — frequented its court-house — worshipped in its sanctuaries — and 
** often dmed with its respectable residents," he modestly hints, page 
91, thatf ** wherever the town ma^ be! a better style of building 
public houses should be adopted ;" and again, on page 128, he tells 
us, that " wherever the town may be," an active person, with ten or a 
dozen gopd milking cows, would realize a capital in a few years 1 1 
This is really too bad. ** No, not at all," exclaims Mr. James ; *' I 
am right ; and every brdy else is wrong." '* Sooner or later/' says 
he, page 206, *' in spite* of opposition, the capital city of Scutli 
Australia wMti be Aere [at Port Lincoln]. Delays may take place ;--*- 
the acknowledgment of error, of course, will be tardy and reiuctant; 
and, in the meantime, thousands of pounds may be squandered « and 
many striving settlers ruined ; hut it muzi come to this nt last.'* 
Again, page 8, ** the removal of the seat of government must follow^ 
as a matter of course, and then, what will become of the city of 
Adelaide? It will dwindle into a second or third-rate provincial 
village of the interior." *' ^Vhat, abandon Adelaide t (says'Mr. James, 
page 34,) I think I hear the carriers exclaim ! O no, let Adelaide' 
remain as before ; it will Q^waytf answer well enough for a country 
village, and stand a monument of the folly of the proif^'tors ; but 
let the government and civil establishment move their liead^quarters, 
without loss of time, to Port Lincoln.*' 

We stiipect Mr. James*i predictioit will not be verified. Indeedn 
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l)C himself admits iliat ** every month this m«iisure is delayed, it is 
trj*io more diiEcult, and, therefore, ought tiot tO be postponed at all ; 
and, as though, after all his anathemas and false prophecies, he con« 
sidcrcd the attempt a hopeless one, he says, page 157, '* If the 
head quarters of the Boulh Australian Colony should bedccided^o 
remain Jixed where they are at present^ in such ah inconvenient inhind 
place," — well, what then? Why, •• Port Philip (which he describes, 
page 105, as a pretty little colony between the two large ones of New 
South Wales and South Australia) will soon excel it in wealth and 
importance !*• 

But why, Mr. James, all these objections to the site of Adelaide^ 
since you more than once assert that sheep '^far mi ng is, and must be^ 
the staple pursuit of the colonists ; and that '^ the settlers, generally, 
must make up their minds, if they wish to do any yoodf to go at once 
into the bush as soon as possible?** (page 12, and again, page 
108,) that, if the settler will but take your advice and '* follow his 
own sheep, &c., then it is of no conseqnence to him whether the head- 
quarters are rcmoted to PortUncoln or not/' 

But what has Mr. James to say to the fact, that buHi the town 
acres and the rural lands adjoining have already risen to a value 
which the most sanguine friends, and speculating capitalists, could « 
not have ar.ticipated ; the very best proof, in our opinion, of the 
estimation in which the *' miserable village '* is held by th?. colonists 
as a commercial emporium ? He shall answer for himself. ** With 
regard to the town acres," sayshOt page 108, ** these, being limited to 
one thousand, may rise a few or then^, in gooil r»ituations, to even 
200/. per acre; but the bulk of them were obtainable in June, 
1838, when the author lef^, at about 30/. to 35f. each/* Now, as we. 
havo tfiiown already, the r.uthor was not in the colony in June, 1838, 
having left it on the 4th o'r May ; but let that pass. The assertion that 
the bulk of the town acre*, ^rc obtainable m the colony in June, 
1838, at about 30/. to 35/. each, is a gross falsehood, and that Mr. 
James well knew vwhcn he wrote the par:igrapvi. 

" VVa aodentand," nays tlM Smthim Auntnlian of Jfans 33, " thtt preKmioary 
eoontrv Keclioim are idiHing in England at 25f. par acre. Durinc the last week, lown- 
act« No. 40 wat soM by auction bv Mr. Cock, and realised 1741. We hear aUo that 
2601. baa been offered and refused for htif a town*acre.*' 

The same Journal, of a later date (July 21, 1838), has th« 
following : 

" For the infariQation of onr readera In England we insert a short sketch of the band 
fd$ sales of town land that hs'.j taken place within the last tea days, (rather more thaa 
18 months since the town wis located,) and we call their attention to tlib Ibt with 
mide. asone of the mostt^nvincing proofs tbst eoutd be given of the jadgmeat displayed 
m our lata Surveyor-General in his choice of tiie localitr ^ the capital towa of tba 
Jrroviucei—- 

Acre 81 Roi!dle-street.« •'•••••• •• £300 

„ 83 Ditto •««•» ••••.*• 300 

,v 84 Ditto . ««.«r« 300 

„ 106 Urenfell street ••••.* •«••« 175 

„ 27 North Terrace, sod ) > ^ 9*1* 

„ .16 Rundle-sueet J ^•^ ^* 

« ,, 698 Boath Terraoe •••« •••;» 100 

,» 699 Ditto M..M....Mf« 100 
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Acra 893 ^ 

I, 094 f MilU' TerucQ with wall lo i .«jrw% 

„ 931 ( centfu ^ *^"" 

„ 932) 

„ 297 Wake6elil -street 105 

Who, after this, will believe that, in June, 1838, tKe bulk of the 
town-acres were obtainable at about 30{. to 35/, each 1 

But in trying; to account for the increased value of town land in 
South Australia, Mr. James is elsewhere guilty of another irreconci- 
lable contradiotion, 

'* The great cause of ttiin high price of ** It it hardly fair to those rcu>t-.tablo 
l«od in the town is. thnt it. is held prio" parties, who are arriving in the Colony day 
ctpally (at least one^haU) by absca* uy ^Jay, and naluuUy wish to purchhhc n 
tees or rounopoliters ; either by |^>ersont quarter of an acre to receive their wooden 
living h4 LoDiioD, cr by ibo SuiUh Aua* houses, that the price of all ihedigibld 
iraliaa Company, Mr. Hack, Mr* Gilles, building plots in tno township bhoiOd have 
Mr* Fisher, &c., so thi^t the Ccv eminent been raised, im by the tUipio/enivnts 
liavtt no more to dispose of.*'— pp. 148 9. ir.adi in their lands ny the ahnon co pro- 
prietors themselves, but by \\^^ industry of 
those who have built upon the adjoining 
lots, right aod left*"-— page 149. 

•< In New South Wales," says Mr. James, page 35, •* they [the 

town allotments] are sold by auction as applied for, and put up at 20^. 

each ; at which p',ice they ar^, generally knocked down,*^ This sen" 
I tenca is perhaps as wilful a rois-statcfiieut as any which hascome under 

I our observation. It is the more inexcusable, inasmuch as Mr. James 

I came from Sydney, and boasts over and over again of his <* f^ri^at .x- 

j perieoc^ in that colony and Van Diemen*s land." Let the following 

extracts suffice to disprorc, or at least to throw discredit upon^ Mr* 

James's statement. 

'* In the year 1831, Mr. Wentworth sold near iwo ocrcs of land, situated in tho 
main stj-eet,'an*) near the King's Wharf, Custom House, Sydney, for 7,S00/., tho whole 
of which, ten yca^s previously, might have been boufrht for 350^ 

** Building ailotments in Sydney, ia a fair situation, comprising a frontage of sixty 
feet, and h depth of eighty feet, could readily be purchased in 1825 for from 70i. to 1501. 
In 1830 they usur.lly brought at auction from uOO/« to 1,500/., according to their situa« 
, tion.*'— Aff. Bencher, of l\ew South Wules, 

> ** Altlio ,inlo6f Crown lands, «^n'ich took place liist week, suvernl a11oimiini4 se* 

I' lected near tho court-house, at Muitland, were uoughl ai the excr>oding iii);li pr.ce of 

22f^f* per acre. May 27.'~Tvvo alloUutints of land in Macquarrio-strcst, frontin§[tiie 

f;overnmcnt domain, were «<old by private contract, by Mi'. Samuel Lyons, on Monday 
ast. to the following gcntlcmcu t — Lot 8, 34 ft. frontago» to L. Uuguid, Ksc|., at 12/* 
]0s.-*425/*; Lot 9, 33 ft. 3 in., to A. H. Suark, Ksq., at 12/. 10^.-416/. I2f. 6d, 
Jons 6.— On Thursday, eight allotments of land in Bridge-street, part ol the 0.J Lur.4* 
ber-yard, were said by Mr. Jiicques ; beven of ihem were purch^Hcd a* 16t. per foot, 
aod the eighth at 15/* 10s, The purchr.sera were Mr. J. Hughes, 2 ; t\. James, 1 } 
Lyons^ 1 ', Monte/iorci 2 ; M'DonaId,2."— ^vt/n^i/ Mouitor, .ii.gui( 19/^, 1835. 

liet us hear, however, if Mr. Jaittes h»^ any more favourable ac- 
count to g'ive of the value of the rural lands. These arehfe words :*>• 

f* When the Author was al Adelaide " One hiiudied and thitt>four acren of 

, t the eouDtry sections of ti<>ht^ 'vit'S, which land in a slate of nature, had been sold 

' had l>ecn purthabcd and paid fur in Lou* for 1000/.; it was adjoining the Park 

, dcin at the rate of U. pur ncre, uowards of Land, and ou the load to tho Port,— 

two years since [lie • lys, pug«s 64, ** it ia Pinttcript, 

> thrie years since the l^nd was bought 

I I find paid fori. ^^^^ bcin^ hswktjd about 

* Ijie icttlemeoi fot 7^^, being a loss of 10/. 

^ t^h^ besides two years* interest, ao^ nc 



. 1 



i 



SIX MONTUt IN SOUTH AU8TMUA. 10 

bayom fven tt i^; U tacriftca I II bat been 
tb'jo((h. iMcessary to state thii fact, aa no- 
torious ai the bun at nooQ-;Uyi lo put 
KnglUh rcadera nn .heir guard against iro- 
|)iopfrstalcm!nra and piiDiod caicuUtioDi, 
iliat all Ihu TUi'al Uud throughout the 
r4>UDlry U worth 2/* |.^r acicl NwA*. ia 
apiie or these eccouota, I can state, that 
with one or two solitaiy fxc *|i*.ions of land 
talen adj»iniD(; the tov/iisiiip, Aic*, that 
none of the ctiubiry «rulioiife are wortli 
ihhat they have coiit. 'J'here ia, ar.i! al* 
way I. will be* loo much in the market for 
sale 4:i\i* to cumaisnd a M^'h price, oreven 
a profit to Uifl i<ii;cha»ei8 t% ho hnve bought 
V. 2U4. p«r acie."— page H8. 

Tliat there may have been ono or two lettlori whO| through folly or 
improvidence, parted wkli Uifiir land at a loss, W( do not deny, because 
tliCi'e are fools and prodigals in evety cotnrouoity.; aud Mr. James 
takes care to tell us, that ** South Australia orters oo oxceptioa to the 
general rule ;" but that thd case to which he alludes forias the excep- 
tion and not th<irnl0| his own admission in the postscript sutBciently 
proves. The ]<'i4 acres which he mentions as situated on the road to 
** Port Miicry,'* and producing^ I0OOJ,| belonged to his friend and 

1)atron the ex-goveruor, and be might have added, (ai the fact was 
:nuwn in England at ths timu he wrote his pontscript,) that Captaia 
{Jindmursh hud sold another of his country sections for 1,000/. I And 
since then a prclituinary country section of 134 acres has been sold 
by nuction, in th^. colony, for 286/. But here is another and a more 
recent startling fact 'or Mr. Jatnes. The Colonization Coinmissionera* 
agent at Halifax, in Yorkshire, under date of January 30, 1839, 
(nolNvithfltanding Mr. James*s oft-repeated advice to his reader? to 
keep iheir money in their pockels, as the price of land must come 
down,) \uilcs that he has just bought a country section, Mo. 47, for 
500/., and that on the previous day seven country sections (134 A) 
were 90id for 400/. each, and tea town acru bail lately been sold for 
3000/. I 

But why, it may fairly be asked, should Mr. James, '<a stranger 
unci mere visitor to South Australia,"^ re-open in this country, in the 
Cliristmns of )838, the discussion of a question long since closed by 
the coioniits tnett^selves? So fur back as June 3, 1837, the editor of 
the South AiUralinn Gazette thus expressed himself in reference to 
the chosen situ of the capital. ** Wo hav^ no personal reasons for 
being diiicontcnted with Ad* laide, wher^^ the metropolis is now fixed. 
As A iesidenco, nothing can be more delightful or beautiful. The only 

* Mr. James, more ihaA once, calls hinnself **a mere visitor to South Australia." 
That l;c was burh in tiuti:, aud perha|)s an ufwolcome one, we readily admit; but did 
lid so rcpica'ut himsi If when in the colony 1 We trow not ; at least judging from th« 
(ulluwin;; cxiMct from a letter now lying hcfore ua, we aliotiid say that he rathur 
asjuiTiO«l Uio character of H luuiu tnidur. '* Aduluide, Jan. 'i!5, 1038.-— James nuw here. 
I!«t 300 h(*aa or rattle eispcctcd the end of next month, and hus ugrced to allow inteieat 
of money, and the pirk of his herd at the same price they would have cost us from 
Sydufiy by sea." We need haidly inform the r<?adcr, thvi tiie '*ea|K;cted" cattle never 
ariivcd,— hut thoioby hangs -j tuk. 
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drawback — in a commercial point ot view, a gnai onc-^is itti dis- 
tance from tho sea or navigable waters. But we arc cncourai^ed to 
hope, thet this incoovenience may be remedied when the resources of 
ibf) Province acquire deveiopmcnt, or the capitalirUs of En|;land draw 
theif purse-strings, to assist us with a canal or railroad, on the good 
Becir.it^ we hope, at no distant period, to be enabled to oifer them/' 
Does It not seem, then, as though Mr. Janes wished to throw the 
apple of discord amorgst the Trijuds of t-.ie Colony in this country, or 
to check that spirit of emigration to its shores, which he dec mi to be 
little short of madness? •♦ No," re^jlies Mr. Jahies, ** I would not 
dwell upon these dry details about the harbours, unly that titc situa- 
tion oil a port at the tirst foundation of a new colony, nas so great an 
influence upon the subsequent prospc/ity of the community, as to 
render the choice of it a matter the mout important of all others.*' 
Again, be declares, page ci3, that *' it is hardly poiisible that such a 
blunder as this [the extent of the town] is, this Adelaide and Port 
Adelaide, can much longer be tolerated by the rcspoctuble parties 
about proceeding to the Colony, and there is not the remotest chaice 
that the unnatural abortion can ever come to good." ** This,*' cxclaiuis 
Mr. James, page 8, * is to be regretted exceedingly!*' and wo arc 
sure the public will give him credit for the sincerity of his lamenta- 
tions, though they, with us, may differ uom him. l/^t us in our turn 
express our regret, that Mr. James was not called to the council- 
board of "the intelligent and benevolent men v/ho first stirtcd the? 
idea of a British province in South Australia," in order that he miglu 
have participated iu the. blessings he so devoutly calls down upon 
their heads 1 

Before we quit the town, we will just glance at another instance of 
the h?.rmony of Mr. James's statementb. 

'* Th? towD> indudiug the park Undj, ** According to tlio ^ha of the lown- 
i9 already f/^rftt rniiV* rouud.''—p(iy[e 33. ihin« just published by Arrow:.mi(h, ilio 

Builior in iriforinc'd (hnt it nicasunis iu'een 
mUei round." — page 140. 

Certamly, if, as Mr. James asserts, page 32, 'Mhe aqimres are all 
on such tt scale of magnitude, that were there any inhaliitunts in them, 
[bo elsewhere names one or two which he says arc inhabited,] a cab 
would almost bo required to get across them ;*' we should say thc.t 
sixteen miles was nearer the mark than eight. But Mr. James knows 
as well a:4 we do, that the boundary-line of the town was luialterably 
fixed long before he made his migratorv tour thicugh the province, 
not by Arrowsmith's map, but by Colonel Light ; and that, according 
to his surveys, the town, including the park lands, is eight miles in 
circumference and not sixteen. Mr. James likewise states, page I'j;), 
that the town is eight miles frotn the port : it is only six I 

But will it be believed, that the very man v/ho ridici'les the Co'^- 
mis^ioncrs' ideas of concentration, denounces ** this monstrous extent 
of Adelaide," and charges the estimable and talented surveyor wtth 
** folly," in spreading it out on so large a scair, wouid himnelf create 
a town ** in the land-locked basin of Port Lincoln, along the margin 
of tlie deep water, consisting oi six hundred and forty acres,"— abouc 
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tlio same dimenfiions as South Adelaide I But he must Arst get into 
'* the land-ioo.ked basin of Port Lincoln/' before ha talks about 
building: ilia town. There is such a hlng as counting one's chickens 
before they ate iiatclicd,— a blunder into which Mr. James han fallen. 
It h hi);.Mi .imc thut, \\\i\\ our author, we should shake oflTfrom our 
ftu't ♦* tlic pulverized dust of the camp at Adelaide." •• All Now Hoi - 
hind," lie cxclulms, pa«j:e U, ** a continent as large as Europe, may 
be dcsoiibcd, as far as it is known, as being cursed with a general want 
of water; thcrt. are Bcarccly any rivers, and, for this reason, that there 
are ?iardly any mountains;" and that South Australia is not oxempt 
frou\ the curnc, ho lubouid hard to prove. Ho proceeds: — 



" Whicli are the rivers, bn>\ tv^iat (heir 
names, thut 'iiu in the ncwColuiiyl In 
there one *("— jiagii 130. 



** I'he only other rivers, or rather rivu- 
leto, ti preoept iiDown tbrou[,'hout liriis im- 
mense Colony, are thu liiile atrcauiH, 
called on the niapt (ho Torreo* anil ilie 
lliudinhrsh."— ()A|;e 1*L 

Now, wu nflsert that both the Torrens and the Hindmar&h are 
rivers ; and, if Mr, Janics will take the trouble to consult his own plan 
of Victor Ilarboi^r, which faces page 99 of his book, he will perceive 
i\vM he huu there indicutod another river, •" Kangaroo lli\or," and on 
pap^e 19, ho nientions *' the Para river." Mr. James has besides 
oiv.itted to include, in Ms catalogue of "Ivers, the rivers Angus and 
Onkaparingo, to say nothing r/ a nutDbcr of recently discovered 
niouiuui.) -streams and valuable rivulets, waich flow through some of 
the districts already surveyed. 

And how, we should like to know, can our authOT reconcile such 
incongruous pabsages ai the following? 



**Thlt t^uucity of rivers Is 1/10 wont 
fratuie iu ihu pif.tuio of Soiith .Aubtraliu, 
aud niu^i picvetU any ^!.i*)y Jike o deuso 
or even nuiiicious pojHilatiou occupying 
thit inttriir ' .' thu coiiiitrv. in (hiiri'sj>ucl 
it li iiijerinr lu New Souih N\ ul jk, (u Kit 
lNiili|), itnd ;o Auaiiaiia Ktlix.* KvfQ 
tht. inipuitant river Murrny, lar^e at il is, 
and lung UB it it, will turn out out to fJOl 
thu h:r;li expcclutiuns which (he iliunds of 
A'jutrulia had fonncd of it after the apirUeU 
undeKuking of Captain Siurt."— pa^e i4. 



" That maf^nificent river [the Murray] 
la the very foaturoof all oihcrti (hat Btinip« 
South An&iralia aa sup^iiitr t to the ol/iur 
colonies of New South Wales and Van 
Diemen'i Land, ll will ha the great hi^h 
I. ad, in a few yware, of mott of ijio we;ilili 
and coninterce of the country ; and the 
prowiing cvooe, atid ine rank unprufitablo 
reeds ut 1 \io Alcxandrina, will be sur- 
rounded h/ (he busy hum ol eities, and uiu 
never-tuihoj results of cheerful industry, 

* Sterilisve diii palui, apta(]UQ rcmis, 
Vicinas url)ea alit, ct grave sentit aniti-um/ 

HonACB.I 
—page 64. 



• I» in well known that all the riveti which intersect (bia Lorlion of New Holland 
(except the Glcndg, which is neither lor.g nor deep) flow into South Australia. 

t Thir cxpici^ion, as Mr. James originally wrote it, and as it appeared in Ihenolumna 
ef the Sc ith Amtrnlinn Ouiet'i for March lOih. fron* which he professes to rcpiint it, 
Stood thus*, ''js imweuiurabhi aupcrior." It is curious to note in this and other 
JDRtHuces what a d'.ll-.ieut coiviplcxion (ho»e parla of his wor*i Uar \^hich weie wrlilon 
whjiithe was in the C'/umy trom those which liavd been concocted since he reached 
Knijland. There is a \«7ipeiual strugt?le obscrvuble between conscious knowledge and 
<oriupt bias, which has betrayed him into numbrUiS contradictious frjm which Ije will 
iievtr bo ihlo to cxtiicattt himself. 

i Ihc lolluvving word-i ot:ur here in (he oiiginal :— " Are no( Uis Murray and the 
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•« Sfta the mat « Muiiiy* llNlf with *' That tha Colony will nlHmataly itto* 
its ihMiaml nilai of at? igatron. aecordiat c^d tbovo it hardly room for t« o opiaioocf 
to tho gallant apaaktr [Colonol Tonoctf, With such a harboor at Port Lioeoto, and 
wUlall ondin diiappointmtnt/'— ftga 130* $yeh a rh§r oi th§ Murray, and a Mil and 

climate reiembliog Caittito. it would bo a 

Ssat reproach to EngtUh eotorpriio to 
qU of ita ftnecou/'—- page 1 1 • 

Bat whji Mr. Jamea, '* this wliolcsale condemnation** or Booth 
Auatralia for ** the paucity of its rivers T* May it not turn out that 
there are other rirers, besides those already enumerated, which take 
their riae in the colony T Nay, do you not yourself tell us, page 144, 
that the natives seem all to concur in one story thot a large lake or 
river exists in the iiorth*west direction from Mount Lody, and you add 
it Trill probably tun* out to be a river of considerable magnitude, 
emptying itself into Cambridge Oulf in the nvirth-west? 

And since you admit that bJt little is known of the country, and 
hint, page 140, that it ** is very desirable that a sunt of money should 
be voted to enable the government and inhabitants to know a little 
more than they do of the land they live in,"*— why do you rashly pre- 
dict> page 14, that a dense or even a numerous population can never 
occupythcinteriorofths country? and again, page ldl,thatSouth Aus« 
tralta '* cin never number any dense population for want of rirsrs?'* If^ 
as you say, page 194, ** the extent of the fertile allnviai fiats of Gun- 
deghy^^ watered by the Murrumbidgee, and immediately adjoining the 
settlement of Waframora in New &)uth Wales, ** is great enongh to 
maintain a much larger amount of population than that interior country 
is ever likely to possess, what is to prevent ** a numerous" and even 
''a dense ^ population from vegetating, for instance, on the **rich 
flats" of the Murray, to say nothing of the plains of Cowandilla ? Why 
talk of the ** future greatness and prosperity of South Austral ^p" of . 
''its becomineone day or other a fino English colony,*' and, '*an 
important and money-making settlement," if the river **or mther 
rivulet" of its capital is barely sufiicient to supply its handful of settlers 
with fresh water, and its paucity of rivers mi!*st /or ever prevent any 
thing like a dense or even immeroics population occupying the interior 
of the cotfntry ? 

But admitting, for the sake of argument, that Mr. James h right, 
and that South Australia u cuned with this paucity of rivers— -nay« 
that it has not one that springt up within tho circunr.ference of itf own 
boundary line, sti?! he has overlooked altogether the fact of tlie* 
advantages it possesses for internal water-communication. . These 
advantages are tbus clearly stated ib the South Aueiralian Oazeiie for 
Februa^ 24, 1838 :— 

" Tho agHcnUttrbt atid gmtlor of New South Watts 6ndi the vatus of bis prodtte 
dorreais prodsefy ta tho ratio ho is diitsttt from Bydoey i still io some caiet it i»ill aot 



hater than a/i f IW iMfrrt rf JMeUft V Why does Mr. J.iuics trnv^nm 
thomi Simply baeaota bo aawit would dot do to prim thoan aftoi collii^gtho rifora 
Toncaa aod Hiadaiarsb rkmktk, oai*. fopnaoatiiig tbe ootoay aa alaiHiit oettitoto of 
•vatorfer thoeattlo aad^domaatio pafpOaask Yoa, thm terpwatm wbioh« when Mr* 
Jamof wu IB tho colony* ho oonld avt iato eooBpaiiaoo wHh tho ti«o laigott ritoia ia Ntw 
Hoilaad,hapssissf4thfooaMti)riwitli thodasMHty of ajag|lor,Uii^h aa Irishman's hat! 
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bttr Ihfi •BMDlt of MOfHug III mirktl at alK hnhg im liiCgii^ ^(«rfiiiiiJfitiii^«iHrMi r* 
Sydmif* Now, the lemirktbtt fid to which v;« nnatkl ■tteoUoii ii» thot ik$vM€ 
walir»fommunieatii*n of iht terriioni of Kew S^th H a/«i Jlvwi ini§ Awtft Amtratia* 
Look tt the retp. tod vav will see it e ^Heee tt.at the oetunl outlet of it* inc%t fertile 
regions it tlitt part of Scnfh Aeitrtlia which coonedt ittelf nmt dircctljr with the riftr 
Mtttrty, *Vt *giand trunk' and high-waj of all* The farmer to the weitward'and 
northward of the Blue Mootitalnt aiM of the Aaitraiian A I pa. or White Moootaiot ef 
Nev.* South Walei, it, in facti nearer to the markets of South AastraKa, when 1200 
tnilet distant by xater, than he ia to the port of Svdney when distent 300 ntltes bv land. 
The tuhabilants of Ytct pliunt oo the Mttmimhidgeef atid of alt the navigtble streame 
which watrr the basin of the Murray en the aotitb, are suddenly placed in easy commo- 
nication with a sea*port. To tite northward, tite Lachlan rising abore Hcailton plaint 
—the Micqutirriei— th;j DiCiIn^f.-^the latter river watering, befors it reacKes the Mur* 
ray> thai immense tract of cnnntry ttrelchioff liroiA 152^ eatt longitude to Hititude 38^» 
form re«dv-msd9 ruads to market, th9"aiue of wli^ch may be apprecia^!d br turoiog tha 
mind to the United Stides oi Noith America* wbore internal na? igalie commualcatioft 
has raised an empire in a few brief years, which, withont that aio, aU ttie genios and 
enterprise of the world comVifie<9, conld not bate eflSeeted ia centnriea* Wherever, there* 
fore, we say, the sea-pert of the capital of Sooth Anstralia be placed, nearest and easiest 
of access from the Murray, there tlie New Orlnns of this new empire is at once fomied. 
We have the Great Murray for its sister, the Mississippi ; the Darline for the Missouri ; 
the Miirrumbidgee for the Ohio ; and, what ia »orb, wo command all the advantigosof 
those ^reat r*.v^rs, without the ilt*bealih of any of them* Tile yellow-fever aci the agwa 
are noanown in New Holland* Nor is this all ; wb have not to remain idle, or wait 
bog for the piodoce of our indostiy. In pror^todiog vp the Murray and its tribotariea, 
wc nre not led into the solitary dneit, but into the midst of Werds and flocks, and 4f 
population— such as it is. V% j go tl:*re w the wsleome and unexpected purcbassrs of 
Ihoir goodf. The inhabilanta of the Mumirobidgee see a new vafuc added to their pro- ■ 
pert7— a new market established for its dit 2!K>ta]. They bring down to ns their wool and 
thoir stock, and take back in oschange the nigari tes, tobacco, and other necess&ries or 
luxuries we have p/ovided for them. There Is nothing vlsionarv or probkmatictl ia 
wist we stat^« htock and sheep are on their way over land to this ih-ovloce by thou* 
aanda at the moment we writt;. A year ot two swrs, and the steam-ooat will enect all 
the rest. Let it never t*> forgotten that thii is merely Incidental to oar poaition, and 
calculitrd to exe**s and encoarsge eoter|Mise will in onr pro|'«w province. In every 
directioo where the foot of tlie esplorer has been, we hear of the lichnesii and capsbillfy- 
of the mil — tlie luiuriance of the grssset— tlie majpificonce of the timber— the aboodancn 
of fr>.tth waters— the friendly disposition of the natives. From the notth-wettera point of 
tho Munay* In latitude 33^, acrocc to the head viT Oulf St. Vincent, forming s msgnificeni 
fieoinsnlii, we can assert that there is bnt orie opinion of its tnroassio^ beauty and for* 
tility. Nor is the most distant point twenty miles from navlguble water. THe lend on 
Hardwicke's Peninsula also is repovted to lie escelfoot, aa well as that on both sides of 
Hpeocer^a Gulf. Farther westward, within the limits of the proTinoa, we hear of tiM 
csistance of large rivers, navigable for feiaeb of any ^le, for tapwardt of thirty milee 
from the sea/' 

Soitb Australia being; under Ibti ctirse (Mr. JamesV eura^) of want 
of water, he ii3xt, and rery natofally, repreMmU it as Ubourine under 
all the usual evils of drotight, so peculiar to New Holland, auhoogb 
the aaseniODi like all hni others, is mnacconipaiiied by any corrotKH. 
ratsfe flicf. 

"No wonder that 8ooth Australia » *' By ftngiater kept very acenralely 
fabonrt under all the isnal erib of drovght at Government honse* doririg tb^ mM* 
to pccoliar to New Holland la gensmV' of Ibe year 1637, it rained Il5 days, and 
.'^pp. 13, 13* , Was floe and deer t60 ; and th^e ma^ be 



npoa as • iair ateragt'of a series. 
yfyeart."-^page20» . 



A tbunttf in which ii tkifiUf M an liverage, IXi dNiys out of 365,' 
oen haidly be said to ** labottr tfivder at! the ttsua^ eriii of drooe:ht.'^. 
h^i Uti JliifiM has omitted to ttisntiott thit Sotith Austraha is tisited 
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b]r strong clews ; and does he ubt know that Chili ard Egypt, two of 
the finest corn countries have no rain, but are fertilized by the over- 
flowing of their rivers and the falling of the dews ? 

Mr. Wade, of Van Diemen's Land, h describing his. visit to the 
colony, but since which time he has gone to feside in it, says^ " Tho 
longest continuation of dry weather was three weeks ; this, I was 
informed, was a very unusuat onurrtnce; the numerous genial 
showers quicken vegetation exceedingly." Captain Hurst informs us 
that when he was in the colony it rained six weeks successively, and 
for six days in torrents : and Uaptain Duff at^sures us, that he' never 
witnessed any symptoms of drought, nor does he think the colony 
will ever be subject to it. Mr. Gouger, the Colonial Secretary, says 
' that ** throughout the summer hardly a week occurs without the most 
refreshing showers.'' 

** Not only/' says the editor of the South Australian Oazette^ No- 
vember 11, 1837, '' have numerous streams and springs been dis- 
covered ; but since our arrival in the colony, towards the close of the 
last year (1836), there have been none of the long droughts to which 
Sydney and Van Diemen's Land are subject Wehave had rain generally 
at the full and change of the moon. During last summer, no rain 
fell for a period of three weeks ; and this is the longest timejwe have 
been without ii. The dews,'' he adds, *' are sometimes very heavy, 
and we need not tell an agriculturist what an excellent substitute they 
ai'e for a shower." 

A|^ain, page 1 1 , Mr. James describes the land in the neighbourhood 
of Victoi Harbour as well-watered ; and page 99, he says, that ** there 
is always an abundance of fresh water en its shores, in ponds, all the 
year round ;" and page 21 the Mount Lofty range, in breadth about 
20 or 30 miles, contains, in its whole extent, "somewhere about 
half a million of acres of a pretty well wat&,'ed mountain pasture." 
How do statements like thpse quadrate with his assertions that the 
colony is subject to droughts t 

But the truth comes cut at last. Not only does Mr. James assure 
OS that the climate is dry, *' so that the comparison on this point [with 
New South Wales] is very much in favour of South Australia/' but he 
informs us that with economy there is abundance of water, not only for 
man and beast, but for all the purposes of vegetation ! ** If,'* says 
he, poge 20, *' the settlers will economize water, and find some means 
of keeping it when it fallsi and not let it run away, they may, in a few 
years, luxuriate in all the goo<l things of this life I !** But it being 
absolutely neceuary that he should contradict himself, on page 108, 
be counsels ** the settlers on the plains of Cowandilla" notxo expend 
their capital in digging water-holes for. the support of the cattle," and 
^ in expedients for damming iip the water I! 

Mr. James praises the clinfate bt South Australia, which for eight 
months of the year, he says, is as fine and salubrious as any person 
can desire and imagine. From April to November, he declares, it 
^* may eballeo^ comparison with the most favoured regions of the 

K* »be, and is in every 'fespect suitable and even delicious to an 
albhinan^s tastes and feelings t^ and he adds, ** I have sometimest 
ill Um mornings of April and May, whilst inhaling the .pure and balmy^ 
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Air of KCount LoTty, felt a poiitive pleasure m mere animal existence in 
the act of breathing.** On page 11, he compares the soil and cirmate 
witSi those of Castile; on page 21 he eulogises its *' dryness/* and 
on page 39, he characterises it as *Vdelightfullj mild/* 

Dat still he complains that ** from f.he latter end of November, all 
December, January, February, and part of March, the heat is op- 
pressive and almost intolerable.** He adds, *' / have Sffen the ther^ 
mometer in tke$e uncomfortable wonthi^ [our veracious author ** ate 
his Christmas dinner'* at Melbourne (see page 155,) en route to South 
Att-HtraUa, and did not arrive in that colony until the 19th of January 
1836,] in a dark room, nearly closed up* and with a thick roof of 
thntch over it, as high as 96 I not once, out a dozen diflferent days ; 
and, if the instrument is hung upcr^ a wall in the direct beams of the 
sun, it rises to 140 !*** He likewimi states, that the pulverized ** dust 
which, from its extreme fineness, penetrates everything,** of course 
finds its way into the settlers* eyes, and a ** three months* attack of 
o(>(ithalmia is:he frequent consequence,** whilst, as a matter of course, 
** half the people have got bad eyes !** He says, notwithstanding, page 
21, that '* except the ophthalmia before complained of, the writer saw 
nothing indicative of atsease. The inhabitants ma^ be said to live 
almost constantly in the open air — retain for a long time their English 
ruddinecs of complexicm-— apj[>e^ir free from the prevailing diseases of 
New South Wales : viz. the dysentery and influensa, and even the 
childt'en, when kept clean, a vWy difficult matter in summer-time, look 
plump and chubby.** 

Wc now turn to Mr. Jameses estimates of the soil and climate of 
South Australiai and hete our quotations must be somewhat 
lengthy. 
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Tbii ebaracter which ttampt the South " The Mtl of Booth Aintra]ta» ts far its 

Aostraliao climate aa most valuable ia *Uq coaotiv hat been explored, is superior 

the eyes of the settler ia its peculiar adap- to that or New South Wales an*' Van 

tatiou to sheep-fanniog, and the growth Dtemen's I And ; that is, there dees not 

of wciol."-*page 20. *PP^' to be so large a proportion of bad 

*' But in a country like South Aus- sou as compared with good, as notoriously 

traliais proved to lie, unfit for extorsive' obtains in the olde«* colonies, where out 

cultivation, and enly adapted to the growth of 20 acres it auy generally be reckoned 



* liiis is one of the many attempts wh*jh Mr. James makes to impose upon hb 
lefdera. We have already slated tuat he wa^ only three months and a half in '^be 
colony I that is, from January 19 to May 4, 1838 ; although be nroclaims on his title 

Ego, sod at p^ije 205 of nia book, that he was "rix montha in South Australia.'^ 
ere, in his description of the air, soil, and climate, he triea to male the public believe 
that he hail pcrsonariy experienced ell the chtnees of the seasons, und that '' from the 
lattel end of Novm'tr, aU Ihetmhtf^ January, Febmaiy, .\ad part of March, h$ kad Mtn 
tne thermometer, is Uiose uncomforfftbie.nH>nibs, ss high as 96^! not once but a dozen 
different days T' w!iereas be did not set JfooH in the colony until January 19th. And at 
page 79 he refers the reader to his Gardener'a Manual, which, anys hs» " as the author 
was aiways fond of gardeaiog. he hai drawn up for the use. of the seUlers in South 
Australia. They ^re," he adds, " offered with ipest modooty (?) to those of his friends 
near Adelaide, who understand the thing much Getter than m doss ; but In the abafiioe 
of any other maonal, and till there b a better, he hopes they nay be Sooeptabb V* He 
inscribes kn '* Manual*' to '* the LandoiVilcii of Soath Autrslb/* and it eeHMoea nil 
thstwslftmoathsoftheyesti Whatiaipndeneut 
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ol wool, au^ UilMtiUig «f lif|t Mttk; 
&c«— paM 207« 

*' South AttstraHtf iiko all otbor eolonioi 
of No*^ Holland, k aiffrtljr * |Mft<»f«l 
Mmtry. It b wool. Ml wboatt that wiM 
flMko tho iettlon Mu^'^-y^ 907* 

** Tbon it a fbrtonoto bo nadt itt m 
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all o?«r ibo territory that oiio ^ro it good 
and 19 bad. It iii« generally speak- 
ing, far gnpfirior in Scatn Aostrali^f and 
the frieodi of tbo 8arveyor*G<tneral bavo 
otated, that be chou tbo situation of tbo 
town fit the richnni *f th$ *»«. tt»ough 
it is the first time, roost likely, in the 
Mstory of colonization Ih&t such a reason 
has been adduced. There is an abundance 
of good sail all over tbo Cowandilia 
pleios, strelcbing from the. foot of the 
snountams to within a mile or two of the 
mangrove ^wamps on the edge of the salt* 
water creeks. }n short, lher§ U more good 
ioil than vill ht required for manvveun to 
eome ; it is generally composed of & rich 
loam, averaging about nine inches thick, 
on A substTulum of coarse calcareous rock, 
and throufrh the whclc extent of the ptaina 
round the settlement gives evidence of 
having been, at no very remote perio<^« 
covtired by the sea ; every stone you pl*}- 
op being a part of the rock, and exhibiting 
a congeries of little shells. Over the bills, 
the toil mnd vegelatUtn it tiUt finer, and 
the author visited a tract of country be* 
twcen the mountains and the rocuth of tho 
Murray, that seemed to contain tiearlif 
100,000 oeret of exeeltent Hch toil, in 
flien V plaett r**tfdy for ihe jiUmgh* At tho 
head of the Oulf of St Vincent, tbo land 
gets low and swampy, and a: the spring* 
fides is overflowed to a great extent, and 
ezhibita a W2ite of waters. Towards tbo 
hills, about Cockatoo Valley, and rbo 
Para river, ihe soil is again high and dry, 
of a rich chocolate colour, and turaMe of 
ffOttrfrff onv'Ain^,"— pp. 18", 19, 20. 

•• Victor Harbour is the neighbourhood 
of a rich and valuable country. It is 
distant only ten miles from lake Alexan* 
drina, where one iKoufand oeret, for any 
purpotes of euMveAinnt H worth all KaD* 
garoo Island pot together.*'— page 9. 

«' Tho land about AdUaido will grow 
m.'*--page 8«0« 

«• All tbo hoodrada of bullocka now 
onployod dragging vp waggon-loads of 
l^i^gi iOd mereu&nalta from Adclaid# 
Swamp to Adelaide Townibip may tKe& 
[when * another town risea up m the land- 
choked basin of Fort Lincoln I'l bo dia* 
penaedwith, emdgom wUmghingt a$ thoy 
ongkt to Jbotf iCsrto leaf iJnM.*'«-*pag« 
34. 

•< Hero [at tbo Conft*bowM3 asiemblo 
moat of die strangera or visita«a to lietec to 
tKo dee^ inte#eating cases that are going 
fbffwaid befota a bundled apoetatoia, wA 
wanid W ftsftar imployfd plait^ftfitf ."--^ 
pe|e54. 

^* AH the bollocks and borm ia tbc 
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plmgh, ait raiploTcd tl thii (the carryiiig 
^,,\ tnar.V*-«pag« 88. 

" Keep the plough gsmg." — pago 214. 

'* Busy time for the plough and spade. 
Continue towing wheal all thii nonth 
[April]."— page 216. 

" Kc^p OQ nowing whf!^i«''-^piig«216« 

" Plough for barley aod oata, and tow 
for a general crop."— Iftid. 

" ricngh awaj : this lort of work can- 
nol he overdone. —page 219. 

/'Ploughing may genera!!^' go on la 
South Australia nine months in tiie year ; 
all, iodeed, except December, January^ 
and Febnisry.*'— page 266. 

Here is a labyrinth of folly and absurdity — a maze of contradictions 
and pfcrnlexities, tlirough whose tortuous windings it would be 
impossiblie for the most quicksighted to grope their way« ** South 
Australia is only adapted to the growth of wool; it in merely a pas- 
toral conatry/' &c. ; nnd yet its soil is '*rich/^ "read^ for the 
plought" and ** capable of growing anything ;"* and there is nothing 
in the vegetable kingdom that Mr. James does not recommend beings 
cultivated 1 Again he asserts '* it is wool and not wheat that will 
make the settlers rich ;'' 9nd ** next to sheep (page 122), the breeding 
of caUle will turn out of most advantage. After cattle, the breeding 
of horses will pay most profit ; and after horses, pig$ /'* Agriculture 
is not once mentioned as a likely source of pro6t ; and yet Mr. James 
exhorts the colonists tc '* keep the plough going nine months in the 
year/' and finds fault with them for not growing their own wheat 1 1 
But there is nothing like going the whole bog ; and our author has 
done so with a vengeance. Page 38, ** he [tho-emimnt] xivuL Iiimv^ 
nothing to do with land, and not buy nn inch of it. Page 108| be 
is *" not to own a brick, or an acn^ of land in any part (>f the colony ;'* 
and yet he is to plough and sow, ay, and to eather into bamst 
fiut, a^ter alt, Mr. James ebewhere asserts, ^*if the settler would do 
any goodf he roust go at once into the bush, tend bis sheep, and 
rough it fot* four or five years, when he will have the satisfaction of 
converting *' each of bis hundred pounds that bd took with him into 
thousands T' Bui we musf io Mr. James tlie iostice to add, that, 
while he advises emJ^ants '* not to buy any land whatever/'he tells 
them to go and rent it. 

What, agaiu, can bo more fallaelous and bewildering than (he 
following 7 

** In t country :ilM South Auitralia tt " It would acS la credited ia London, 
f r»nfd (0 bit unfit for extensive cultivation, S/dney,«r Hobart Town, that, although U 
and only adapted to the growth of wool ia thrte years since tht lakd was sold and 
uad the narlng of cattle," Scc^*— page 161« paai'^, ;.Wff U not u ihU hour [March 

10. lasa] on$ dngU plonik thai Aos ner 
brok$ On tod of South AmtrmUa /"— pi» 64. 

If the plough has never broken the sod of a ocrnnCry comprising 
nearly 300,000 square miles, or 192,000,000 acres, how can it have 
been prw»d to be unfit for extensive culthration f And how does Mr. 
James ceeoucile soch an tosertion with bis deelaratioS) pige 19^ tfiat 
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*' be visited a tract of country between the monnuint and the mouth 
of the Murray that seemed to contain nearW 100»000 acres of excellent 
rich soilf in manp ptaeee ready for the plough^ and that towards the 
liills aliout Cockatoo Valley aiid the Para river» the soil is high and 
dry» of a rich chocolate colour^ and capable of g% owing any thing ^'^ 
with many such like adrdissions 7 
Once more. 

• 

•* The laud sbosl Adelaide b M esleii* <«Ths aitdtUoa of thti fMr. AHea't 
Isted to maka ttv vary graal mtsra for ntden] which belongs to Goverutpeni. 
the largo r^p&ul Uist nail 1» ospaodid liai lie^o judiciously aelected ; il is a lo^ 
ea it**'— yoga t08« awamt^y piaro of land, lo tlia wast of the 

township, and baa foitnerly baen flooded ; 
in some places it b vary itch dcrk mould » 
on iha usual liroestona rock, and capable* 
tvith plenty of manure and profuse water* 
t '. ing, of producing attAniabing crops of 

both English And colonic) vegetables* 
• • • The ireea went rutting 
down, and the cowa of neighbours kej^ 
from the cabbages by a substantial tcnce, 
mud thtn il woiifi hrin^ in l,OOO^a ifsar/' 
—page 80. 

"As this province must beeontie, some 
day or other, p. wiuo country, March will 
aUsys be an important month, aa this b 
the viotage."-*page 213. 

"An orange orehard near Adelaide, 
of twenty acrea, wmiM hAng in 1,0001. 
oyfor."— 'pageSU. 

A thouiond a year each from a kitchen garden and an orang^e 
orchard, and the promise of a rich vintage ; and yeti ** the land» 

I^ood as it is in many places, not worth 5#. an acre," and '' not calcu* 
ated to make any very great return I'* Can any thing be more 
absurd t 

Mr. James, in his postscript, states, thai South Australia ** is very 

i ' foolishly called * the Land of Promise ;* '* and yet he himself pre« 

diets, (page 20,) that, if the settlers will but economise the w<iter for 

J the purpose of artificial irrigation, It wil! soon become a Southe/n 

] Goshen. But he shall deliver his own prophecy. 

** Indeed, there can be bo doubt that South Australia HflU it\ ttm^ he a vir^i abvndnnt 
emmfry. If MiaaeUltra wiU eoonomite water, and find some moans of keeping it wheu 
it falls, and not let it run away, they may (n a few yean luxuriate in all the t,ood thingt 
efihit life* Whatever b to be seen of vegaUiDle produco in ihe marketa of Lisbon iti' 
Cadis, Sicily or Algiera.ihe settlers in the new Colooy may equally command. It b 
peculiarly the country of the grape and melon, oranger and lemons, fige, oKvea, pome* 
granates, nrd loqnata, and even at Its pnsent sufan; aUto produces u fine melons aa 
thoLevaoU'' ^ 

The Colonial cjecretary has recentlv stated, that Mr. James has 
i,: Predicated abate, even more favourably of South Australia, than he 

1 1 himself, with all bis predilections and persoiial observations, would have 

S ventured to do 1 ^^ 

:\ . On the subjaot of Soiitb Australian sheep-farming, we have stumbled 

ll^ . upon two paragraphr, which we must leave Mr« Jaiaes to reconcile, 

il,- 

'.1 
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' No profiU of •liecp-farroinof, freal s:> •• Ti*ha g^'norel ehartcter of !>• counlrr/ 

t)i9V ondnubtcdly ere, would enable toy ta for ta it ia tt prv'fsat ioowri, roaj ne 

grazier (o {Hre 5t. nn acre for land, in t a«}d tn 1^ aoch as to miniro /rom tiro t^ 

eouolry wbicb reqalrex, on an tVR;i^, Un JifHiufH to fud a Aupt and fiom Sftcea 

«rrM ttf/tfd ;A lip— which b the com aU to twenty acres to feed a i:ow."-^p« 163* 
over Kew Holland and Vaa Dienen^a 
Lend.'* —iiage d9* 

For Mr. James to leap from ** two to five,^* and from five to <* ten,** 
is h trifle, seeing bo can with so much ease and appat^nt nonchalance^ 
fulsiiVall facts, comparisons^ dates, fig;nres, and compY^t&ticns. '* From 
iiflt/?ofi to fwenty acres tc feed a cow t" in a country where the land in 
it4 natural state yields from two to three tons of hay ner acre ! Why, 
iu this country* two acres will feed a bullock. Besides, our author 
tells us, pare 108^ that ** ihere is plenty of grass at present in tho 
interior, and grass costs nothing: \** and, elsewhere, thai, in the winter 
time he brought a sort of cock's foot from the mountains six feet 
high I 

Can any contradiction be tnore tioScnt than the following? 

'* South AuitjraVia, thongh a iiuitttifut " Those who have Ipeculatcd in t^^'O 
aheep and cattle country^ will ne^er arrive lands <it Adelnide, will not listen tu any, 
•I any isn/ gr^iat ecmtnircial im/Mrtonrt,*' the least brccth of» objection to tlie beauty 
—page 13 !• and suitableoess of that spot« for e great 

' tMnmerciai city."— pago 149. 

*' The tevenaea arising from the duties 
OB Inporta might be made to amount to a 
very contideraole aom \ and ihore would 
, ba no difTiculty, 9v§n nt lAs pnunt mo^ * -^ 

mentt of lerying 10,000<* a ytitfWithoKt 
th9 9llghtKtin€9nvmUne$tcth€pHblie9''' 
page 137* ^ 

Vvhat, Mr. James I Could you draw a revenue of I C,000/. a year 
without the slightest inconvenience to tf'o public, fit)m the imports 
of an infant Colony; ^' with, the chances*' (as vou say in your post- 
script) **for (he present greatly against it ;" whose chief town you 
have pronounced *'an unnatural ebortion ;'' whose port you stigma^ 
tize as '* wretched and inconvenient ;*' and whose Inhabitants you 
represent as ** congregated in tho mise^ibie village of Adelaide, Bnd» 
without growing a potatoei being dependi^nt for every meal of victuals 
upon foreiq^n supply T'* Were your representations lo be depended., 
upon, we should say thai tliey were ritbe** objects for alms than sub* • 
jects for taxation. No wonder you were invited to the Colonial Board, 
for yon are indeed a very clever, though a very hard-hearted financier : 
^^10,000/. a year from the pockets of 5,000 miserable potutoclcss 
setilers I This is somf thinff Itlte getting blood out of stouifS. But to 
besenoos: why may nol bouth Australia become coaimercially im- 
portant? You have told us, (page 21,) that ** it will soon rival the 
older colony of Sydoej in the fineness, if no^ in theGuantity of ifs. - 
wool;'' and yod elsewhere assert^ that the ooening of Victor Harbour 
will ensure to it the coasting trade, *' whifst the foreign and crtport 
trade must, in spite of the first unfortunate sehction of Adeli\ido, be 
.ail carried on at Port Lincoln: and again, as though to mnVc a> 
aarance doubly sure, you declare, that its magnificent river, the 

c • 
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Murray, will, in a few yearn, be the t?;reat high road for mo^t of itf 
wealth and commerce* What, then, ia to prevent South Australia^ 
stamped already by your own hand as superior to the older colonies 
of New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land, in sell, dryness of 
the^ climati), in possessing such a port as Port Lincoln, and such 
a river as the Murray, — as ^a vastly superior to them in itn entire 
ftisedom from convicts ard Lvnvictwyit and as bidding fair to out- 
Birip them in sheep-farming,«-wh&t is to prevent the new colony 
from attaining a commercial importance commensurate wl:h its iiatutui 
and physical capabilities? If Sydney, inferior in so many points c. 
compari9pn to the new colony, presents '* many other openings, be- 
sides farminf; and grazing, and capital may bo advantagcout^ly em- 
ployed there in Uade and commeicc, whaling, banking., and some 
i;ort of manufactures," why cannot these and other pursuits be fol- 
lowed in South Au8tkalia, with equal, if not greater advantage and 
success, in proportion to its population ? 
In two adjoining pagt?s Mr. James contradicts himself ir.ost flatly. 

** Whtit is to provAQt their raUtng bar* 
toyi oats, nr.nicn, y^ ,ioq», bit^n, cnioni, 
apples, curiao*i3, curr.ips, hiiy, horvUi, 
baitens. anil s<'.antllng, luiks and HhiD^lca, 
loapfCandloAi t'-eer. biiticr, cheese, tobacco, 
pip, poultry, leather, &c. Thoy should 
til be raised id *.ho Colony htfor$ a ports 
ur$ much talked of, and net brou(;ht ba 
they now are from the adjuining Colonies 
of New South Wales and Van Uicm.^n's 
Land/'-«pag;) 139. 

On imports he is as much at variance with himsetf ar on exports. 



** The great and staring want of all 
eiporiR is one of the principal evils of 
South Australia/^— page 130. 



*' Iq many previoai* schemes of tids 
bature» the colony has or;dn, in its ia« 
fancy, nearly perished for want of pro- 
visious; ^(il ii\ South /Australia t'.is la 
impntibiblO) fiom Us facility of coioinu- 
niua*ing with the rroie abundant and 
loQg-eslabiished neighbouriitg colonies of^ 
New South Wales and Van J)iemen'j 
Land, where pitwiiiom are always to be had 
4t* rw'ierate ;>n'eei. "—-page 206. 



'* The first step towarda expcrtiog is to 
pat an end to the ruhums im}wtt of farm 
produce Tram Sydney and Van Diemen's 
Lttnd. Novir ic the fifth year of its osta- 
blishnier.t, it is high time South Australia 
bhould leave 'off buying her wheat and 
flour, Diuitoo, beef, and pork, from the 
adjoining colonies. Such cu'-gocs a)>er 
cargoes of these things, iromediati'ly end* 
graiion slackens, will drive every ^ieco of 
mone^ from the colonv. and leave U com- 
paratively without a shillirig."— piLge 139. 

Leaving Mr. James, for ihe hundredth time, to reconcile his own 
contradictions, we will here expose cne of his subtle fat' :<'*is. Al< 
though South Australia t^ now *' in the jifch year of its establish- 
ment," (i. c. from the dat3 of the passing of the Act declarir j it a 
British province,) it is little mor? than ^ti;o years since the first settlers 
set foot on its shores (ihe province was procIaimeJ by the Sovernor 
on the "swamps" of Glenelg, on the 28th of December, 1836); and 
Mr. James himself informs us, page 64, that matters had bccti ma- 
naged so badly in the colony, up to March, 1838, that the countn* !and 
was not ready for allotment, emphatically adding, *^Th.re Is not 
to this hour [his Idler, from which we iiucle, appeared iu the So2:tfi 
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Australian Oozette of M^tch 10, and is signiflcanUy sigDcd * T^ck- 
lar d* — <^id he luck nothing bc^idc^?*) on^ single plough that has ever 
broke the sod :f South Australia,'* We put i^ then, to ibis candid and 
impaiti?.! writer, with whnt show of rcasoii or consistency ho could 
declare, in the Christmas of i;he same year, ^Mt U high time South 
Auatralia should Icavo off buying her wheat and flour I" 

But neither again is Mr/james*s statenient true, that in March, 
ld38, '*one single plough had not broken the sod of South Aus« 
traha.*' Mr, Gouger, the Colonial Secretary, saw two acres ploughed 
up before he left the colony in November, *837. The Rev. T. Q. 
Scowe, who, Mr. James assures us, *• is an honour to his chur-h," 
writing to Kngland in Murcli, 1838, says, "One half grudges ttie 
plough its facile conquests of these beautiful parks;" and Mr. Giles, 
writing on the I vth of the previous months says, ** We have just 
gathered in our tittle hnivost of wheat*, barley, oats, And maize, which 
have proved of the best t|ualiry, and amazingly productive!" 

On no subject has Mr. James betrayed his ignoraiice so much as on 
that of land. He is un advocate for cheap land ; and, were his princi- 
ples of colonizatiun to be actod- ;<pon in South Australia, ho would sell 
the lund for any thing he could get for it, aad plunge its settlers into 
n worse condition than belW the first adventurers to the western shores 
of New Holland. But, unfortunately, the fundamental pnnciple of 
holding the oulancc even between the capitalist and the hhourer— 
Hcnding out no more bibour than is adequate to the soil, and of keeping 
the upacL price suflicienily high to prcrcnt the labourer from becoming 
n landowner, until he can provide a subatitute, stautis in Mr. James's 
way. He soon, however, disposes of it. ** The plea," says he, " set up 
by the scilrrs of the land, 'iiat you pay the Mt. not for the land 
itself, but for t!ie lauoiir sent oU, is a mere mystitication of tlie 
business, and, as far as the purchaser is concerned, is of no conse- 
quence at f;ll to him.'' Having thus sumraarilv got rid of the stumbling- 
block, he goes on pell-mell, cuaing right a.id left. 

We have str»jng together a few of his absurd hjpotheaes will* 
respect to the value of the land, rather for the amus^sment of the 
reader, than vith the intention of giving them a serious Had formal 
reply, 

" T!)ii f W. pG» acio] is a grcit deal too dear, and h ihough*: in New SouMi Wales 
and Vnr. J)lc mn*5 Laud to bo Uio rock upon which tlie Jirholu concern wiU bo wrecked* 
IVopIc in New Souili Wales, whera tho \nu» ia ilve I'/iiUaga per acre, calculate ihat 
sheep would not pv»y even tX thet, unless the purchasei cont^nanc a largo back run ; and 
(hey prtter re-'.t'.ng a secliun ut twc;i(y shillin^^i yearly, which ia about a Tcrlhing and a 
liali* pjr .'cre I— pjpe 141), 

" TliCiC can!)ut be any doubt that if the pricfs ct' land in South Australia had been 
on <) penny per acre rent, on seven years' leases with the option of buying it at any 
iirno durlhi,^ tiie coniinuanco of ;ho Icuse at thirty years* purchase, im* nalf'a-erimn an 
aciif thcic mubt have beci*. f. very strong prefereuoe given to thft new colony ; but 208. 
per Jv.ic, or uvon V2*,, as it tia.i once been, is the perfection of folly, because I. is not 
wotth it for ony puipr;es of pufituie or Luliivatiou." — page 151. 

" Good an the \\\v\ ia in many places, i^ Is not worth more than 5i. per acre, and must 



^ Tiio cuthui hiu 300b a au pie of wkgot raiacd i.e^r Adelaiue, and tent home otr 
Rapid in 1037. ^ 
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ultionatclv b« filed tl ihU price i ^^^» «vea then» unless yea select your fnircliate wUh >^ 
much skill ns to Gommtiid the edjointng run or Tsntnt |MSture forever, end in extent fim 
times SA much ts yon purcbaiei it would be madnost to gife so high t |irice as 6e« per 
acre."—- page 39. 

" In breadth it [the Mount Lofty range] may be about twenty or thirty miics, and it 
contains in its whole extent somewhere about half a million of acres of a very preUy well- 
watered mountain pasturage^ aboanding in fine timber for building mirposes aa well as 
for fonoiogf wheislwright's work» 6cc.» and worUi two itr ihree 9hmngi jwr oers/*— • 
page IJI. 

Is Mr, Jerocf aware that land cannot be purchased iii any British 
Colony for less than 5i, an acre? and that the price of land in New 
Sonth Wales is raised to \2$. an acre 7 

But the simplesti the readiest^ and we opine the best answer to our 
croaking author, will be just to set down in ngure% (for 6g:urdf| caunot . 
lie) the actual and progressive sale of land from the foundation of the 
Colony to the present time. The account stands as follows ;*^ 

Acres* 
Land sold by the Commissioners in England up 

to December 7, 1837 •*..••• 64:358 

during the year 1838 ,• , 37 ,800 

. — in January, 1839 • • • • « 6,800 

in the Colony in /..ly, 1838 (the fnt 

week the Land Office was opened) ^ •••*•••• • 1 ,609 

■■■ ■ ■ August 16 and 29f 

and September 6, 1 838 . • « • 3,040 

Total 113.500 

Amongst the purchasers of land in the colony, we obserre scTcraL 
farmers, and two of them purchasen to a larga amount We pre- 
sume they intend to follow Mr. James's advice, and to '' plough away 
nine months in the year.'* 

Mr* James continues :*— 

« 

*' Nobody can help being pleased with the rich lands of Illawarra ; aoi9 it wouM not 
. ivrprise the writer to hear, in the course of ten years* that the lands there, cleared, 
fenced, and with snitable buildings, lealire i^Os. per acre of anneal rent.''— page 179. - 

Surely, then, the land in South Australia cleared is worth one year's 
rental of the rich lands of Illawarra at any rate ! 
- That Mr. James should indulge in sucii rhapsodies as the following 
is not to be wondered at. 

. *' My advice to anigranta ia, not to hnj any land whatever.^'— rage \t2. 

'* But he [the etvrgrant] mvsi have aomtng to do with land, snc not Vny an inch of 
it.''— page 38. 

** There is no doubt that haid-woiking, ind«*9triou8 persons, who will not gruMble at 
rooahingit for four or Ave Tears, <nd peraeveringly attend tii the aheep and have nothing 
to cto with the dty of AdelaiiS^t«r th pnrekait cf land «iij^ vftert, wUl make a) iLila* 
ptndonoe.**— page 170. 

'* With care aad atlnnlioiH^i^ living the lifii of a hermit for fveor«isya#ta— Ml<fW 

. ing, df easing, and shMriog his ihcep bimsel^^Ntyiog nothing— iniildingoothiRg—^witii^ 

not « Mok nor an eon of Uttd h nnif part of th§ fe4M^— each ayoaog man srill do/'*— 

page 108. 
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TI1U8} accordin;^ to 7At. James, the settler is neither to buy an incb 
or land, nor to ov.'n one ein^lc brick in the colouy ; and yet in one pl&ce 
be admits that scjr^c land ia necessary'— in another, ke complains of 
the hardship of newcomers not being able to buy land on their arrival 
—and in a third, !ie advises them not to pay the monopoly prices now 
demanded, but to wait and puit:hase it when tbe price comes down, • 
whicn, he say5, must soon be the case 1 

After the reader has listened to Mr. James's descriptions of the soil ' 
of^ South Australia— its richness — its capability oi growing eycry 
thiog, 6cc. &o., ho will be startled when we tell him that somehow or 
other, if o jr author is to be believed, it has not produced a single po- 
tatoe I But we prefer Mr. James telling his own iioriti, 

" Wb«re ihs mon«y it to corns frrm, ia *' PotvlJti tifid pumpkins, fof toms rea* 
A 1it«^ ^icty, that hai nat ya raU$d « son or othsn hsvc not succeeded v«ry 
polaiMt much \c%% a itinglfi bushel ofgraicif wa/I with Mr. An«D.**^psge 80. 
they do Do\ inform ui.*'— •page 1 46. *' T7ii>m potatott which wtre ptanted in 

" Ft¥e thousand people by this timo, April, must now bsfe the gToand drawu 
Christmas, 1638-39, sro congregated in up about their stems, bot not too much or 
the miserable village of Adelaide; aodt too firmly, or it would prevent their growth, 
without growing a potatof, are dependont by keeping out the sao and noulare.'*-— 
for etorv meal of victuals upon s foreign page 918. 

supply.^'— PoiCfcrtpr. " At the full moon plant pouftfcs."— 

page 223. 

•« Keop itnrtng jMCatdis/'*— page 228. 

♦ 

Although every now and then Mr. James makes our mouths water 
witU his accounts of the pumpkins and melons which he saw at the 
governor's table, he *ievsr once tells us that he saw a dinh of new 

Potatoes. Indeed, how could he, if they had not been raised when 
e was in the colony ? Dut he has not hesitPited to declare that up to 
Christm;;^, 1838, (seven months afler he loft the colony), a single 
potatoe had not been grown! What I not in Mr* Allen's gardeu t 
** Yes,'' cries Mr. James, at length detected in the falsehood; ** but^ 
*^ for some reason or other, they have not aocceeded very well with 
Mr. Allen.*' We will now see whether they have succeeded better 
with any of Mr. Allen's brother-colonists. We begin with two or 
three qnotations from the History of South Australia, page 55. 

" A settte/s description of hts garden ts also worthy of atl^otiaa :— ' Mf nidea is 
feally becomiog valnabte. Wu have bad in the following succession— -/adishes, mua- 
tard and crass, cabla^es, pets, and potaton, in small qnantitias, fixmi it alfeady.' 

" ' The healthy appearance of all descripiioos of vegeiables' (whieb are esteemed by ' 
the colonists an important a ad eaceedingij agreeable sammer diet), writes another, 
* eac(*eds iiie most sadgaine expectations of the hortkmltvrists. PeCeroti, peas, 
Inroim, onions, cabbages, eauliflowerSi thrive admirably.' - 

'* llero is a short, but laluable, exiraet, from % letter wHttea sooa after the wiiter't 
arrival in tbe province s-^ Vegetables grow qeidu 1 have so onion I planted one 
month after I laeded, stid tbe sesi is neerlv n^^ I biiv^ J^telatt, peai, French 
beanSf And Habbage plants, e<unio3 en nicely. '* 

But we have evidence that potatoes were g^own throughout the 
year 1837. Captain Chnsser, with whom the writer conversed the 
other day, states that duMn|( the time he wis in the colony (from Ja- • 
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noary to April, 1837), be saw {loUtoes growing. A setter writing 
under date of July 4, 1837, says. ** We Lave many Englisb planU 
new growing;, sucL as potatoiMf onions/* &c. Asiother; under date 
of Sept. 11, 1837, says, *< 1 liave an entire acre planted with poratO€.^9 
peas/ &c* Mr. Gongert who left the colouy at the latter end of 
Nove*n?jer of the same year, law two acres of potatoes ^n>wiug ia 
Dr. Wrigh;*e g:ut]en,and he adds, ** 8e«*eral other persous werecnlti-' 
rating tnem largely ;'* and Captain DutT (of whon), we believe Mr. 
James has some knowledge) assures ut»^ I'iiat, when he left the colonjy, 
in^ January, 1838, potatoes were to be seen in a heaithystate in the 
settlers* gardens ! 

But we have not done witli this potatoe business. Page53, Mr. Jaroes 
states that the resident magistrate's f.alary is 100/. a-year, " which, 
when potatoes are 50/. per ton, is exactly a remuneration of two tons 
of potatoes per annum !*' But in the Hut of prices which he gives 
** of a few articles in Adelaide, when the author letl in May, 1838,'* 
lie quotes ** Potatoc% per 112lbs. 16s/' adding, however, *' they had 
been op to 50s* [i. e. 601. per ton] in February/' Potatoes 60L per 
ton ! and ^et be tells us (page 29), in his description of Port Adelaide, 
that '* onions i^.nd poiatotUf apparently to be had for picking up, 
were lying about the high ground in every direction ! W6 hsve 
examined the Adelaide prfces curient for the period to which he 
refers, and subsequently, . and find potatoes uniformly quoted at 
from 121. to \ZL per ton* Captain Hurst was in ths colony from 
November, 1837, \7 May, 1838 ; Lod he informs us that tie highest 
price be ever knew potatou during that period, was 28/. per ton : but 
that the average price iras as we blve stated it. 

FSre-wood « another thing which, according^ to one and the same 
attthoritj» both is and b not 



•^ Fite-irdod sC all tBXttffi might be sx* 
fselid to aboiiad lata Ittllat €oMiiy, bait 
KhewtftraoibalhHi^ kkwf^UUk^d.^ 



" ' Good morning, ilr/saM a maa in oar 
walk. Tho author rallied 'hat he' bad 

2ttUt foraoUen «ho it waa that oudreaMd 
im. 'I came to tfa« co1oiit» air, in the 
aameabip with your honour, i^ hen he waa 
immediately Tecognised. ' And what are 
foo doing liere, my man 1* ' I am employed/ 
aald be, ' in coUtclingfirtvcocdfor (A« frriclc* 
•MAeri /* * I hope vou are doing well.' ' Yet,' 
eaid the man, ' I oafe nocauie to cnimble : 
it bnoga me in, one day with another, foTi*' 
tut ahillinn t dry.' "—page 73. 

" Ibey L^e labouring eroigrauta] work 
pnneipally at fcnhting up the trm$ Ui the 
parte of the/9r»<t inten(^ed for atieeta* * * 
Tho anUior waa told that the Snturday'e 
paymeotf generaUy amruatcd, for theiti^t 
wmk alooo, tc 70)."— pp. 81, 83. 

** Long befine th§ troa era ali evC itmMf 
this eily of Adelaide," Sce«— na^ 82. 

". When the antlior waa walking thnm^ 
Hh WtfodSi ef MilaUlM,'' &c«-^paM 173« 

**Tbia wng cortinvanee of lairenneaa 
and annd made the tppiuaob tt» the new 
eohmy pnrtkahttly ptnaant, for iheie 
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tbey dbeoff red %ctU'pown ttaUlif irets i^ 
ttriufiff bark itntching in magnijietnt pn>- 
fuMJ^ M tit0 vay up iht ivttfirn thpcs ef 
ihf ifotftil L0f>^ rai|j«<u**— -page !(«• 

Vfe mighl easily muUiplj qiiolatioDt from Mr. James's own page« 
to prove that the colony neither is, nor in likely to be, destitute of 
fire- vood. Moreover^ M the settlers tell us thkti for a trifling re- 
in dnerationi the natives will fetch them as mach wood %ad water a». 
they require. But at once to rehiove any such grouudless alarroa 
OS those which Mi*. James seems disposed to spr^ccd» we may 
repeat here, what we have staied in the nistory of Douth Australia, 
p« 62, 63 ; namely, that theto are thousands of ocres of the stringy 
srV tree ; and it is estimated that, if twenty thousand persons 
emigrated to South Australia every year, for the next century, there 
would be enough for them all ; and, since Mr* James is of opiuioiL 
that a population o'i fifty thousand ** arc as many as the most san- 
guine friends of the colony can anticipate for a century to come^* 
the'ie will surely be wood enough and to spare. But, page 139, 
be talks of exporting bark I Wall don€> Mr. James I The bark is 
to be had, but no woodl •• Fire-wood is tiot to be had !" The 
Torrens ** is barely sufficient ^J supply the handful of settlers with 
fresh water;** am! '< up to this time, Christmas 1838-9, i^^ thousand 
people are congregated in the miserable Tillage of Adelaide, without 
navmg gro<¥n a potatoe.'* To emigrate to iSouth Australia under 
such circ;:mstances, and with no twtter prospect, would indeed be 
" lifllc short of madness," 

Cut there is no stone in the co]ony ! *' Stone-cutters,* says Mr^ 
James, page 85, ** are not wanted ; there being no stone to cut any- 
where about the plaon !** Indeed !. Hew, then, did they manage to 
build a ttone church 7 And why fl^ouM they talk of building two 
bridges of stone across ** the tiny little Torrens T And how cbmea 
it to pass that many of the settlers bare built themselves stond 
houses t But Mr. Jameses friend, the editor of the South Auatralian 
<^az€ttef shall settle the point. *^ There is plenty of exesllent stone^ 
lime, brick, woodf and all materials for building ererywhere to be 
obtained here^ (says that jouroal, July 21, 1838,) at reasonable 
pricei/' Stone-masons, writing home, Assure their friends that they 
are na'ctog a pound a-day ; and that stone-masons' labourers can 
earn six bhilliogs a-day. \vho is to be b^liered 7 
. Mr James says provisions are both dejur and cheap. 



*' Evso were South Avstralis aa ebmi- 
4tnt ft^d eheap eoQDtryi sack t itmant* 
fsttoa [£800 a year, the Oovernor^t taleiy] 
woo!d He ridicaloiuly imsU ; bet lK§ fact 
9f$fHm thwg being ikN$ ttm&i iki price it 
M fin ingland, 800i. s yeu is btrely siif* 
fideol tD sQpport tbw ooutmoa koovefaold 
end ftmily aspenses t**— pege 79* - * 
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''TSm prices of proviiiont vA other 
thisgi, of coune, al tack s dUtance, can 
ipve nothing but an idea of the value, ai 
fiuiy are very €ttutiiating. For tDtta«ce« 
when the aothor canie away, salt beef or 
poik, tea, wioe, aogar, &c.« wre oi ekt§p 
wd •hiuiMf thst* inEngland /*'-^pa(re 8d. 

f Notwithetanding the infioi of emigraoti. 
proviaioita ecntmu-jd [he is aaotiog frooi 
Adelaide pepem up to July 14] retiunuabh^ 
and beef aw! aaatuin had fallen so low fs 
la. per po«ad«^-rFiiif|0ri>e« 
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Bat« continiiei our author, in his contradictory career. 




ttry tod Chiof Justice receive) in thf neigh- meali tea, Mgtr, tud «vins { tnf iui* 
bottriag coloDj of New South Wales— t portint items ia tht housekeeping of a 
<ouoti]f , toOf vhert rjrry thine ii 9teiiainljf lamil j, but of uut\\ smouoi oonf^ratiyUy 
ehgop, and Vihere eTorj bo(^, till latelj, in the etpeaditure of a tingle nisn*'*— pp« 
could have ^is msny convict servanis at 108« 4. 
cbey wanted*"— fsge 79. 

" The more ahundant tnd loDg-est«t>- 
lisbed f »tgkbonring colonies of New South 
Wales tod Van Disneo's Land, whnt 
proffitiont at-^ nfwayi Ia b$ had el iMdMrai9 
pHtn.** — pt{;e206. 

Mr. James is guilty of another striking absurdity in reference to 
the colonial salaries. He contends, as we have seen, that the 
Govcrncr's salary of 800/. r year is a '* paltry ** one ; — that it is 
barely^ sufHcient to support the common Iiousehold expenses, and 
that it oiight to be 2000/. ; and again, on page 168 ne describes 
the situations of the officers of the Commissioners as *' paUry and 
Tery doubt/ul;" nnd yet he elsewhere reads the Resident Corn- 
missioner a lecture on his want of loyalty, and tells him that a 
colonial appointment of 400/. a year ought to make kings and queens 
tolerably endurable to him. Not, we opine, if potBtoes are 50/. 
a ton ; and everything is three times the price it is in England ! 

Another of Mr. James's veracious statements i*s, that, when he was 
in the colony, there was only one piece of ground under cultivstion. 
These are his Words: ** But it is high time to make for Allen's garden, 
which is interesting, not so much for the high state o^ cultivation it 
exhibits, as for hnng the only piece of ground in ike tolony cultivated 
at a//.*'— page 79. On page 17 he speaks of the excessive heats 
drying up " ail garden vegetation ;" but, omitting any inference we 
might draw from this admission , we have a conttadiction ready at 
hand. Mr. Gk>uger, who left the colony six nouths before Mr« 
James, saysi 

'^ No inconvenience, however, b now likely to he felt hf new comers from tlie want 
of vegetables ; gsideotnjr operetioos tt being nther eMeosively pcrsued, tod, I beiieve, 
vniibrmly with good effect. Mr« lltck has enclosed, tnd is cotUvtting ts t gtrden, 
teven teres : Dr. Wright htt two teiet of gsrden ; the South AusuaUsu Coropen* and 
Mr. Fisher have also Tsrge gtnlens. Bui Colcnel Ligh*. b the most soccessiul of our 
gnrdeners ; hf miiing some of the river mud with the nttorti soil, hi hc\s prodMvcd by 
far belter %egetablet Uisn tnj other South Aostiilttn." 

» 

On the subject of the social state of the new colony, as well as 
on efery other poitit relating to it» Mr. Jan;es flatly contradicts hiro- 
self. 

' •• TheH^ srS no hogt Utrrtdt ia Ads* *' So, sgiia, in the new colony— ^hey 

Itide fiill cf wicked tnd ^^dndemned men wire all to fotia one i!nited, htrmoniout 

—'no femslo fsctorin 6: penitintitriet^ tocistj, tad* of enor^, u there wtt to be 

) ao enomovs Jtils tsd totrmtnent gibbeis at last discovered thtt htppy eljsium in 

^ la the publie st^ts^here f.fe no pcor^ South Aastttllt, where misety tnd want tnd 

botties often etkKn| for ealtrseinent— not crime wsrs to be unknown $ so, u we btvs 

|ttnttie-sa|hiilis, With their diesr sod toli- tsea, as pmvitioa was mtds st the fim 
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Uiy ce'itf • eflenng ilietr Yir\t% •epalchtei fouiidiog of Um oiifoiiy for tbo neceisary 

to iho tad viciimt &-' vice oud nim I No* oxpemet of police ond constaUefl. jailt or 

thing of tliis kind ; and, ta a g^nvlomaa watcbbovica* Socwtv waa altogether io be 

Mid tho other day, with *ll itB nefructsi te-orga.'inzcdy and tltera wan t<i t« no 

fud with all tho naavoidabla ioeonf»- thiofaa, bttTglara, or bQah-r<iBgar«, and 

^iteoces peculiar to ao recent a aettlement, do occasion for any panisbmenta or ra- 

I would rather settle in South Aoatralia, atraioti* Bat it baa bean found out, bj 

with 100^ t-year. tliab Fve amongst tho tbia tine, that huoiaa nature ia oretty 

oontagioa ol convicta in New South Walea much the sane in all eountries, and that 

or Van Btemeu'a Land on an income of ttifihfr th^ «#ml nor phytlcal peetUiaritim 

TOOL t^page 42. 0/ Swik AutirtdU tffn mny cwiptieN t# 

'* Nctt to tSie delighldul mildnesr of its tVa |iiiin4f«k/'— -pegu 147. 
elimaie, end ihi iimpU UtM tf iu Mktjf/* 
&c«---page 39. 

'* Tlie sf Ulera of the old colonies may 
jeer at what they n^* doubt term the igno- 
rance and prejudice of the purtr PrmmM^ 
—page 41 « 

Mr. James has placed on record (see pp. £4, 5S) a flagrant example 
of bis want of candour. He prefaces his account of the first execution 
in the colony, by telling his readei-s that h6 Wits present at the Court- 
house in Aoelaide on the 26th of April, ana that be heard the 
sentences passed upon the fourteen nnhappy men who had been found 
guilty during the assizes. He addS| " ■ ■ 

" Tt may appear strange, thai in a communiCy ao email, and so recently fbrmed, and 
almost entirely by voluntary emigration from. Great Britain, that a Manty population of 
only 2i)00 perrons could furnish so many a^ fourtten culprits in the abort period of thras 
moothu aioce the previous sewioca. But so It la. 

" Tia true, 'ti» pity j and pity 'tia 'tis true.' 

And under the circumstarces, cnch an amount of crime cannot but excite in na a lenaa 
of the deepest humiliation.** 

Now, on turning to the Swfh^Auitrdlicm Oaz€tte (the file of 
which, Mr. James advises all bis readers tp consult)t we find the 
following paragraph in the number for April 2S, published ' two days 
afler the sessions, and six days before Mr. James left the colony. 
'^ It is a fact worth; of notice, that none of the prisoners convicted 
at the late assizes are emigrants sent to the colony at the expense of 
the Emigration Fund; but are persons who have come from the 
neighbouring colonies. Magee^ the unfortunate itian ccsdamned for the 
attempi<:d assassination of Mr. Smart [and the circumstances of whose 
execution Mr^ Jnmes so graphically narrates], is a runaway convict." 

intemperance is known to prevail to an alarming extent in the 
colonv ; but whether or not Mr. James received any hush-monev 
from his iolly-full-hottle frienas who opened thftir wine and filled his 
glass, toithout a auation^ we Ciinnot say. Certain it is, according 
to his account^ that there is a '^ gttat iVeedom from drunkenness, ' 
and that <* be never was witnesa ui any cast of intoxication.'* 

*< Thb law [the Spirit LScenae Att] '* The siatsea marinea wtich the lafe 

works well, end produces the eiS^t de* Governor reaohed on detaining in the set* 

sirud, fit., a great f^MHlom from dmiilr* tlevHa^ sher the departurs of H.M.8. 

enneia; sny person convicted of bdcf hvif9U9 ware, U UU lh$ tfni/k. a very 

dinnk » hned nest day at the poUcs-office ilovblesome set« not to be depended upon : 

two pounds, and tho aothor has great under the command of a corporal, they did 

I'ltisam in stJOingt tliat during the whole aa they liked, gel dtufik iukm th$f tculd, 
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^.hk^Mi ki Mi«r nw fMtMii W any sod like the PrstoritLbjiMliofrnnnerdayfc* 
«Mii«f iDlttiieailiMt umI lii Inlitftt thai wtNiM have Miiott a«sttmed the command 
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llMioe ifM aevw Mod im.** IHm OMte^ of the colooy, if his It to Escctk^xy hid 
Ivkt 4«lDf Hm fitbi «lladid It***-*^ not occasionally tied the rjigiead^rt up to 
^igtM* Mf' ' ionw adjoining tieet/«>rni^iiy*/oMr'Aouri 

ti««i6«rlA«M, and cool their cmirnge. 'fliia 
Uuigpcof\. to trees for safe custody U 
eS)ligf>a Ic bo tosorted to occasionally for 
want of aroper places of iOck-up» or watch* 
boiisoe / — i^ge 69. 

'* Co* no, said he, the bricknakera are 
veiy eareleaa and spend their inonev aa fu? 
$M they earn it, to dfiok. They baf e not 
made a brick, Sir, since la«( fdoodiiy waaa 
week."— page 73. 

•' The coEmy ia a teiy dry and thirsty 
place, and offers sreal wmptattons for i\tm 
too free use of ardeot liquors.' *-^page 91 • 
"The butchers, /aMntVw/wi, f^rof^' 
h*>6th, and 6rtwerf , seem tc be getting moit 
Booev IB a i^ooral wiy."— page 87# 

" In continning our <va!k, there teems to 
be nothing bt«t grog-shops in every diree* 
tion ; but there really arc not more thatt 

lAirfv*"— prge 90, 

" AUhough nnltke New SonOi Wa!cs 
and tlie other conrict colonies of Van 
Diemeo's Land, they ha%e not quite ao 
imch io forget in the new province as they 
^Ave to the eastwaid, yet ihey Hill in* 




fmd •iwajii wM b€, profiuble."— pege 169. 

Mr. Jainet*s own admtssioti would seem to iropW that there wai not 
lb iprfut a freedom from dronkennesf), as he asserts in the opposite' 
cplumn* But, if the reader will »nrn to page 132 of the History of 
fiouth AustraF^a, and rrad the foot-note on this subject, we tbiuk ha 
will be still more indisposed to credit Mr. James. 
^ Ilia contradictions rsspecUng the propriety or improprietjf ofen* 

eoura|{ing tree emigration are equally amusing. \Vhether ** to be 
or not to be" Ss a question which such statements as the followtag 
must leave undecided : ^ 

** Ii wcsld bs Will if the Queaii's tni- '« Vwrt the whole, the colon? It gvttfaig 

alatm ivo«i1d eoiiiiMeoe s Urpand UbtnU ea rapidly— perbepe too rspidlyi and lh$ 

ivtteiA rf vol4ntary fmigntim to all the ttlaing JupogUkm in Bntp*- * ^ emi^fraie 

Aostraliia settlemenU, (Moecially Scutk to South JftsfreUe €mn W tfrnied 

^iiifroiM sod Port Philt^.'^-^page 44. enytVe^fWf ^mmtnef o o • 

^'Ooeofthowovatfeatareatobf apprvt '*&waa River wu ovi %t fiisl by 

besdcdftooi these aefbrtoaateschlams [th^ ths laais i^judicbse raab. *« v)lsrs» em^ 

eolonial shabbies about tbs land surveya] grating priiieipally from Loadoa ; and s 

trill be aa tfemiidiete fhtek le i*el »iMt tf aiofdlar rs*sotloB wQl take place la Sootb 

eaiffnitfdii N}MI whkk thi fktuH gndlnm Aaitralia, If lonae RMins ais sol adopted 

i j .seit pnii;wrftjr V ^^ ^^^ ^ SMtiriedjr to cheek this eagoraeas lor enigratiDg to 

tfsptif d."— mge (»• wbat it ftij foolishly called the « Uad ef 

. •» Thsy [ws AastraHaa Coloniea] ars Vnmim.'<^PmtmrifU 

i I an goodf sihI tbs wont p!ses anoug them 

Ist peifaaps, bettor fbr tbs yoBSg Md en* 

leruriatBg thaa stopping St booie. Wbether . / 
South Atisutdla or Portland Bay, Port 
'Phillpor Lasoesatotr Hubert Towtt orSyd- 
asy i iktn kinutttf th§m e grsaler dbeees 



< •• 



SIK MOVTUft IH SOUTH Aliri^RAUA. 39 



<• t 



^ gttting ft^noord than $eenu to jfir Ifi, 
E%t^tandt Seottattdt €f Ini&wft • • ♦ 
TV fiat is th!9Ta to bo dciio in ILtfJt'^t ex- 
cept foil hn^e money ind conn^t^ 1**^^ 
fp» .JD, 161. 

Now^ Swan River was not overdone by an injudicious rush of settlers* 
iThe flrsl and fatal evil in the foundation of that colony was, that too 
great facilities were afforded for the purchase of l&odt so that the 
labourers at once became owners^ and left the original proprietors of 
the soil to shifX for themHves. In South Australia this is provided 
against. Dut, as uFual, our Author is in oppositjoiii to himself on this 
as well as other points ;. for, on page 153^ he ass'^rts that Swan River 
** has fallen a victim to puffini^, and the inevitable results of a i>h-^*rt 
supply of provisions, ana ^ beginning the rough work qf a new Ufw* 
tlement Ay means of ladi?$ arid gvntlefnenf instead cf athletic Id* 
bourere** This statement b juit as false as that the cofony was over- 
done by a rush of settlers* Mr* Peel, and the fauiUies who accom- 
panied him, took out three hundred labourers ; but, for tbe reason 
already assigned, they gradually deserted himt and attempted squat- 
ting ; and, in the interim, his stock was stolen or died, his stores and 
implements rotted on the beach, and he himself was reduced to tlia 
necessity of making his own bed 1 

Mn JameM*s book contains some remarks upon Kangaroo Island^ 
which next claim our nttcntfon* 

He states, pp. 22, 23, that in Ociober, 1830, '*it was a desert 
island without inhabitants.** Now, at that tery time, there were at 
kast 120 settlers upon it, and it had been inhabited for vears before 
by several sealers, and some native women who had joioea them from 
the roam land. ^ " 

Again, page 23, he describes it as a *' worthless and inhospitable 
Island.** He admits, page 100, that 

*■ Kepean Bo j is nodonbtedly a good <ttd a vslisable Kiy for hking tbefter in t lentb- 
w«rt goio. There it room, (he uvt,) for tnj annber of ibtpo, po^«d by t low retf 
l«ofn toy wind but a norther, and le they w^¥t blow here with mneh force, the bay 
mt,y be conttdjerd a cepital plate. Bnt then fftc tiff iff Uland U gnodfor ntfcMfig, and 
cti never, /or iratil if tmd andfrtth water , be Able tn support a popnlation.'* 

And, pege 9, be saysi 

» 

" Nopean .tisy, though a lafo, comnodioaf, and eatmsivt iauhorigii, can never be • 
of any conicqoence to the colony, except as a place of refuge for shipflng in the winter 
•OAson, when the west and iiouth«wut ga1t« previiil | becattte the whole territoty of 
Kinnroo Uland, wHhent fmh wate,^ and noimeg b^t toeU and aerobe, If aa alfwr/y 
«f»'«MM/ar etr.t) r^rpom tjf fMfini MUlfnaKan, ImI I lAmild OM^iMir (f dwr m n |wfs. 
alUii al a ^anny pf r «frt«" 

Now, aUhoiigh to procure a supply kia been very aipensiva to the 
(irit settlersy Kangaroo Island is not, neither has it ever been, des- 
titute of fresh water; and another fresh-watei^ spring haa recentty 
been discovered in that ''good f^r nothing*' iaiand* 

But then the land it bfMl,-^nat^ it is to utterly wotHhless, for any 
purposes of general euittvatioUy that Mr. James would uot like to buy 
It at a penny an acre. Tbe iatidi we believe, is not bid when cletxed 
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aad broken, but this will be attended vkh some expense. The garden 

filoUy which the aealert !iad under cnltiTation, when the first settlers 
andedy were described as very productive. Two of the senlers had 
about flvit acres under cultivation. Their wheat waa excellent, al* 
though grown 3ve successive v«*.ars without charging the ^eed. Cap* 
tain Hurst informs us, thnt no has seen vegetables as Rn^ and as 
iibundant as could bo produced in this country ; and Mr, Gilcs» tne 
Boush Australian Clompany*s manager thero» declares, that, when he 
gather^ his last harvest, one grain of barley had increased more than 
two thousand fold I So much, in brtv*f, for the utter worthU$sne$i of 
the land. 

But admitting that it is a <* worthless,** '' inhospitabie,'' *' unin- 
habited desert,** what is to prevent its fine harbour from redeeming it 
from Mr. James's curse? On page 165, he tells us, that ^* Sydney, 
in another century, though tiiuated in a rocky ^ sandy ^ ill^watered, 
and unproductive country ^ canaot fail of becoming, entirely through 
its magnificent harbour ^ the chief of all the c*ties beyoud the southern 
tropic. Tho descriptions of the two places are almost parallel. 
What, then, we would ask Mr. James, is to prevent Nepean Gay from 
giving to Kangar^. Island an importance commensurate with the town 
ofSvdneyf 

** The entire island,** exclaims Mr. James, '* Is g^od for Molhintf/* 
It is 180 miles long by BC brodd. Has he circumnavigated it ? Has he 
walked even eieht miles from Kingscote to 'Hhe Farm?'* Nav, did 
he ever land at Nepean Bay? We undemtand not. He has afrir«ncd, that 
it was uninbabitea at tho very time when no less than six «'essels bnd 
landed their ptissengers upon it ;— that it is without land and fresh 
water, when u has never been without either ;— and thac it is good for 
nothing, when he had never set his foot upon it 1 

But we have not yet done with Mr. James. In pages 22 and 23 
he has made a most wanton attack upon the character of Captain 
Duff, formerly in command of the Afrirjiine.^ The delightful ap|)ear~ 
ance of the shores of Kangaroo Island, induced the gentlemen ir the 
after-cabio, passengers on board the Africnine^ to propose \f> Captain 
DuflTto allow them to go on shore at Morreirs boat-harbour, situated 
between Gape Burda and Cape Forbin, tiiat they might travel over land 
to Nepean Bay. This request was complied with, but the gentlemen 
saw occasion to alter their intention. The iourney was then undertaken 
by Dr. 8later,Hr« Osborne, Mr. Nantes, Xfr. Warren, and Mr. Rob^irt 
Fisher. Wo have a narrative of this excursioc, (which, as tho sequel 
wiM show, terminated in the loss of Dr. Slater and Mr. Osfx>ine,) 
written by Mr. Fisher, one of the five, and our reat'.ors will be able to 
judg^t ftom ott? correotions of Mr. J^anes's recital of the affair, how 

.• • ■ ■ . 

^^ .... ^ . ^. t.L — :..-^V-^^ .-^_ . ^■-, — ^^ .A.... ^ ^^^..^^.^ .- .^ ■^.. ^..^^^ ^^ ^ 

^ BIr. Jfttaei silempts to lUdd kiniMlf fiem the vitiU(k»t of tbs tMr Sa thli 
and oilitr plaoeeb ^y iamtiitf ilir* isd ilci^? lattoiid of the Mmee of tKe ptrim 
wliott he has 10 i^rraslf Kb^^tMap sad dona his book, dueh, iadotd, was bU nurifini 
la ooe iuUiaeo, psj(s 73, %hne Mr. Fithor^t aanio had aceidonUlly truMpiiad la the 
pttaM of iha shoe, throttgh lao |nais, .that ho ba« had it catafa^y erasod iriih tha poa* 
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muchi or rather how littlet dependence is to be pl«cod od httrord. 
In describing their being put on Bhort, ha aajs, 

" I'be tott i.'n* hwnt'A, horersr. ti» ** It wit nttr thig list lietdltnd thftt 

7M7rC-6o(l2e; of uattr and •/#« vvmmam Mr> «— aod >■ ■■» of Iha — -— , landed 

tMMtt cif eii*in chai'fcn of Iht Mvlori , and the (!▼• unforlaaate painengvrf l^fora- 

>»y pttliHl athoro and lauded ftveof tba maBlloaed, wUh iKti i/ajri* biuvAi and 

'«^ 4<u>ngari, Inclttdiog the targtvw of Iht mun 50C(I«I y JMtW— 'pngo 101. 
iuip.*'— |mge 23« 

Now the " few common eatablet*' and the ** three days' biscuit'' 
consisted of salt beef, p^rk, biscuit, &c. ; and the ** six quart bottles 
of water'* (seven in another place) were sia bottles of turn I 

Mr. James continuec :«-* 

** Tnres of micri, after wtbdering tt the wooda oeaH^ a weak, ware diicovared and 
broujjht in esbaoated througii faiigye and wact of ooantboMot, and Ibe tout {fopooi* 
bUity of Sndijg a drop of water, whilst the other two have never since bec'Q beard or, and 
bare been left miserably to perith a horrible death, and withoat an eflbrt ever being 
v^adfl io tollect their wretcbM bonea for decent •epaltiire. The eaptain» who ia alwaya 
CTBMdered the guardian and proteetor of bit piiiengera» fMtJuUly hltmitlt not ooIy ior 
leaving them on t ds\nt uland to droo down and die) but for not inmedi&tely taking 
proper paioa to go oat in ibe woods and loakt a search for their poor bodies." 

Tlic above pas8ae;e is full of misrepreseniations* '' Three of them 
were discovered and brought in." They were not discovered. They 
found their way to Kingscote without a guide. *' No eSbrts were 
made/* &c. Let us hear Mr. Fisher bimself, one of the party, on this 
point. 

- *< The next morning/* says Mr. Fisher, " we found \lt%t the gmateit anxi«ity inj en- 
tertained for our safety by thoiM of the settlement, end tiy 'ovr lellcw-passengini on 
U>8rd the Afrieaint ; that the islanders with their wives had been despatched in varioaa 
ctirections over the island ; and. a Ex>at sent abffat the coast to trace ni, if possible,' im* 
tnediaidy ou the air.va! of the Afrieainf^ Each ni^ht we ware out, carronades were 
fired, and fires made on the highest hilb <n various directions. Xha footslops we 
phseivedi ar.d the gun we heard are at Morrall'r Lagoon, proved to bave beec^ a<ade by 
one of the parties Mrho had been in search of us. All thia wu done isbdar the immodiat ' 
directions of Mr. Samuel Stephens, Msnager of the South Aastrali^a Company, Vl^ 
Wiigbt. and Mr. Uallelt. ^hooe evf^rtions and anxiafe on this oorasion deserve or,*i 
warmest thanks. Up to the time I writai nothing, unfoft ' . taly, baa been heard of Dr. 
81a(cr or Mr. Oftboroe, SKCopt that the islanders Jtad obsei««d tliair track, and followed It 
soma considurabia distance. Cos black womna wu oat stiteee days, without bfin^ 
able to fjiscovcr them." 

Buf '< the captain was justlv blamed for leaving them en a desert 
isl.'Uidi'* It was not a desert isiand, and that Captain. Duff knew well. 
But who blamed the captaui ? The survivors ! No ; but they blamek 
C^ptutti g >'heTland. ** Had we not had confidence in Captain Suther- 
land's report," adds Mr. Fi^heri *^ we should not have been induced to 
^ further into the interiori but have letumed to the coast and made 
cor way along its shores to Nepean Bay.*' > - 

ButlMr. James's object appears to have been to damage the South 
Australian Company as well as ithe cplonv : aiid his attacks upon the 
dii^ectora and managers, of that respectable oommer^ial propnetaryp 
are of the most ?eck loss aad libellous chttracteri > 

To begin at the beginning, he says» pp^ !i3 and 24, ''There ia 
n/tthing worth seeing at Kangaroo Iitand bibVtho reckless waste and 

• v 



• N; 



4?. AH KXrCAVRB O? IAMBs'b 

destnicUoD going on with a certain compant;^s costly rtean\-engine, 
niachicery» and patent ii.p, half covered with the tide in Nepeati 
Bay.'' And nage 170 he tells us, that *' the last ho saw or die- 
steam flour miU and patent slip was lying fathoms deep in the eatdit 
in May^ 1838» rusting and rotting whfre ii had been landed years 
agOf on th« shores of Nepean Bav«" If lying fati^oms deep in the 
sands, how could it be rpttbg cm the shores ? It had not been landed 
many months when Mr. Jam«^ saw it rotting fathoms deep in tb6 
-sands. 

On page 87, Mr. James gives the fotlowtngi as forming an item oo 
some 8ettler*s profit and loss account. 

[Dedaot Exebaaging optiootl N:>tM of South AuttnilSsd 

Co/sBaolr. 5 poreent. for tpaoio.*** ••••••••••• i^4 4 0] 

The Company's notes are cashed in i^ircie without any charge t but, 
we belieire, it gold be wished* the usual premiusn of that metal tn 
the other colonies i namely, 5 per cent, is also required in South 
Australia. Again, says Mr. James, page 89 : 

«* Yonder no«t.1oo1[irff low brick cottage, [it is a ir^ic bnildicjg ] (a tba Banlr^ 
and tnuis^ta all tho Inwinaia of the Colouy io that way, and, as & as it goes, it a 
most tbriTing eooeurn ; it issues notes of all sorts and sises, b'lt tber hsTO all got 
tho optional clauso in then, Thoy «*ha/ge ten per f«nt* for t'na use ^I tliose pieces 
of paper, and whoa joa tak# tbem for pa7iBen», tbey charge jm one whining pre- 
uUum 01 e vcfj sovereign I '* 

To avsert that the Cotepany^ ** charge ten per cent, for the use of 
these pieces of paper'* (notes), is unfair. Ten per cent, is the cunent 
interes; in the colony on monejf lent ; but the colonist borrowing of 
the bank is not obliged to take its notes. Then age in, the publication 
of the copy of one of theso notes, wiih the optional clause to it, and^ 
without any explanation, is most aalicioas. Before one of the 
Company*s notea, beariog the optional clause, was iesiiec!^ notice was 
giren that that clause woL*d never ba acted upon ; but thnit the notes 
would iromcdiateljr i>0 exchanged on demand tor specie : and thift 
notice has been rigidly adhered to. The clause was origi-^i>!ly inserted 
as a precautionary measure during the infancy of the colony, when 
a large stock of specie would have been hazardons, from the un- 
certainty of proper meane of iwcurity , but the Company's agent, 
finding, on his arrival, but little ground for apprehension, at once 
acted as stated. Very lar^ supplies of specie have been forwarded 
to the colony bv the Company, fully adequate, we understa&d, to 
Its demands; end new notes went out 12 or 14 months ago. 

The copy of the note which Mr. James prinrs, ii^ dated Adelaide, 
Snd Januaryi 1837 ; and, ahliough ho was in the colony up to Hay, 
1938, aiid must bavr kkum that the optional daus) was never rrtod 
upon ; he has not the common honesty to acknowledge it I Another 
iproof what petty deceit he is capable of proctising. 

On pages 133 and 170. 171, there are seferal very actionable re- 
flections on the CompAny^s management^ which, for the protection of 
the shareholders, the dirtotnirs mght to bring befora a jury. His 
«tatementsceepeieting their ahipping are all either greatly exaggerated 
or wholly uotnie ; nm Msallusiom tolhehr cooLing balance*sheet» sad 
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tiie etprcsston 6t his fears that their di?klendi will be *' few atid Tor 
between/* speak too filaiclT to require one word of comment. But 
aflef charging them with the pursoit of branches of trade ioog since 
given up — losses A.r which they were no way respoosiblei and a 
catalogue of catastrophes wbich never happened, he adds, ** such are 
almost the every-day occurrences of this company T* What can 
have induced Mr. James to print such a series of ttbefs upon this com* 
pany we are at a loss to divine^ unless it shoiild tnm out that its 
nianager at Adelaide thoi^ght it but prudent to rcfuj^e to afibrd him 
any pecuniary accotnmodatiob. 

ihere are a few other tiifliag discrepancies scattered up and dowa 
Mr. James's book, which, althou^b of no great moment as affecting 
the colony^ may as well be reconled to illustrate that gentleman's 
lingular accuracy and regard to truth I Here is one : 

" rh« bojers of ttic ^w^is h9if$dr§d *' With refi^sid to tks town acres thaae 
tf^wn aerat would feel iruch dissppoint- behi^ IIiniMa to wm thounnd/* ife^^ 
taeni/' &c.-^pogtl 34, ^ pmg« 148. 

Now, neither statement h^ppens to be right. If Mr. James wiA 
consult the map or ai:»y antbonzed publication, he will find that the 
town consists of 1040 acres, exclusive of Squares, cfreets, and qoays. 

Another slight discrepancy in figures occurs in the foltowing 
pannages :— 

. •' All tlio hundreds of buUocb now '' AU ih4 biUoclrs sad IbonMs ia tho 

iimplDyed dragging up r Aggon losds of eolonY«iiMiesdof beiogeaployodit the 

Jug'vngo and morchanaiu m>in Adeldde plougbi sre employod at Oils [theeanyiag 

Si?(iirip to Adelaide Townahip niajr tbea tfade], wbibh Is a dead loss to ths Sfittlsm ' 

' be dispensed with ; and go t piotigMngi o( £S9»000 a«'yesr«'Vi.ftge 88« 
as tbey ought to have dooo l<iog atiioe» 

▼fhinh will aave £20»000 b^^ear to th« ^ , . . 
•ettlers in !*>« item of Ifldid^mtrriage 
alone.**— page 34. 

Tl^e charge for the carri;\ge of goods from the port to Adelaide 19 
'i/, per ton. ^ This Mr. James considers ruinous to the colonists, 4.nd 
yet ne mentions, page t86| that at Goolburn the carriage of'goods 
from Sydney, a aiftaoce of 140 mileu, is thosght low at 14^ a ton! 
Rum l<e quotes at 20s. a |n11on i 'tobacco 8i. per pound ; and salt 
20s. pevcwt. ; Qud, 4br all tnati be says *' the place is as iatubriouM sua 
it is prosperouif* :n proof of which be tells us; en the very saWe page, 
that *' the country is as hot in summer as it isix>1d in winter^ and the 
place is cursed with swarms of innumerable grassbopperSi which fly ' 
ibout the plains, wfueh arifirha mihn rownd^ and 0ai up etwrn grmtm 

; .Even the firice of bread Mr. James cantiok gire wiihont contra- - 
dieting himselfl . ^ ,,> 

'««A retpeolahle pArana In fi/dner . *^ William Puretall la now (Fib. f4» 

.i«iiri»g tha« the quartorn loaf was aa high lS3e] aelllng'bmsd of a auperior 4iialitx 

as twenty ponuw m S'^iith AaScfalia, and it Kcltfii f&mtpw quartern loaf, for caHb 

^ luu fMMT 6«n 411 th^n tighten pinei,^' 4ttif/'''''f»$c* 943* 

The following numerical statemenlii aria Hot att^ording to Cooker. 
Puige 33, Mr. Jamitt a#i/.)rts that the lewn conoaifia ^'(K)00 iiihuUtants 
only;*' page 54, they become *^tf si^anty population of only 280O 
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persons i^ bat in his postscript he ennmeratcs them et ** fi?e thou* 
oand/* 

^ His representations concerning Captain Sturt are ludicroosly incon« 
sistent* 

" With T«g«rd to CaptAift Sttirt, lis *' Had ttiat oxcanent maii and Jadl- 

con wei* affora to rest opoQ hia Unrala : eaoua aiplorer [Captaxo Start] not beaa 

and. beaidaafharingbeoomaiiaarljr blind in a boat, and, of couno, ooniidorably 

.with iht htat 9nd glarstf Australian tandsg belo^ tha aurfaeo aoil, wbon Le maMi 

lia haa now giTOO hoatagei to fortuna, hia maioOTcble voyago down tha Mor* 

and,aa Bacon aaja, ' ia not an St for dar« raj, he wonid hava aM;ertainon the nn« 

ing exploits, ta when he was s baehelor/ ** tore of the siysoent eouatfj,"— pago U« 

^page 1660 

* ■ , ■ II ' . • 

It is for Mr. James to exptain how Captain Stun became nearly 
blind ** with the heat and ^lare of Aastraitan sands/' when he was 
sailing 1200 miles down a river« ** and of course considerably below 
the surface soil V* The fact is, it was the conitant use of his glass, 
and not the glare of the Australian sands, which nearly cost the enter* 
prising Captain his eye-sight. 

Here are two specimens oJ the confusedness and contradiction of 
Mr. James's statements, and of the way in which he would ii|iis'.ead 
intending emigrants. 

*' For « maU aapiialitit it [Sjdcey sad •* A yoang man w<i.l a Uuh foijiial will 
New Sonth Walea] is not so good a plaee he able to do moch better with it nt Port 
aa either Van Jhtmn*u Load, Port Philip, Philip, thtm in any ipaH aj Van Viman'i 
or South Anstrslis."— page 100. La«d."— page 58. And, again, in the aame 

page, '* the adrantagea, offe/ed to emi* 
mnta %Dilh n tmatl capital go^ng out to 
Van D<€m#N*i Land to rMome fannera, na 
bngeraxMM** 

*• la Booth Aaatralitla&Mir is the best "The boat capital, next ajitr rtadu 
capital jt^ sen hi?e*'*— page 38. mmttf, to t%ke to these new countries, (a 

health ond strenf^th, and s hard pair of 
hands Bttitsbls for nrnghworlc/'—pageTd, 

The following contradictions requip^ Mr* James's elucidation of 
their obscqrity. 

"Of ecnrae, thieatabliahneatoftliis : «*Next to the delightful mildn^as of 
nam colonj in South Aoatnilia, must its climate, and the aiaaple atate of its 
operate, to a certain extent, aa anoppo* nooietj, there ianothii«g which so a jronglr 
sition to ih^ older cues of Sydney and reconutenda the new colony of South 
Van Diemen'a L^d) and it mighi have Aoatralia. as it» intir* frtedom /tolu atm* 
been expected that Iha prineipalfmiura a> efcii and eanvietisnu Perhaps it migot be 
attract aettlem to the new eoneom, «mi/if called tha nmt dittixguUhing featuu in 
hava bean m tupariev thaapnm it^ tha ofiiak the whole pii fure, and the very one which 
mU [lacd]*"— page \5U . .^tm it ao rest a acperiority orer the old 

pnoalcolooica of New Sooth Walea sad 
Van Dieven's Lsad."— page 151* 

• Touching the .first settlemeni of the colony, we have caught Mi« 
James tripping. 

<• There ha? e been soom tainhle hlno* . / '*The difiionltfa^t «nd expeaaes of th« 

dera committed in the first atartiugof oarlypromoteisdftheachcuMfatnhwiily 

South Anatralian colonisation ; although, eVer alluded to-Hind would not be e«ti- 

.«onai ieting ViowUmg the first proprietofs ' dited, if related— whilst thoae who were 

,. were worbing la the dsrh, aaa bow musU once the hMidest and iM^t seslocs in the 






six aiOKTiit iw aovtn ^vstralia. 45 

A portion of asfiiitanoi; tbay dmired fhmi ' Uutfo, periiofNi ve •itber dMd. ruiitod, 

the infonnation of sii^ practiosl or oxps* or mne aw»«^ ; wd nothing seems to r»- 

riunccd nervons, iho wonder lu that, "irHm ealf the reoollMtion of them, but soma 

tho whole, thej have done io vi'ell, — - humble memurui! in the colonial mapa, 

page i 1 • where perchance eu obscure rimlet or in* 

" 'Long choosing and beginUng late' tended street is chriatened Smith «tre«t« . 

has been rf gr^ at adTantago to the that er Brown street*"'— pp. 40, 41. 
settlera/"— page 206. 

** An obscure rivulet*' christened a iirefi I 

In the following passages we diicoTer Mr, James tripping Again. 

" No, uo I .^outh Australia, though a ^'Sydnttf, ie aaother centurv, tnongh 
beauLiful ahoep and cattle countnr, will ^ situated in a rook;*, aandy, iU*watrrad 
never arrife at any Terj great comfLeroral ' and onproductire country^ cannot fail rf 
hnportence, nor can it erer naintain any bMnawg, entirely through ita magnifU 
dense population, for wsnt of rivers, and cent harbocr, tha chitfaf uU iha citiei ba* 
therefore will never be tho ' England of yand tht Sfiuikirn tropie^ and will ever 
tho SontLem hemisphere .' But there is remain a atrikin^ monument of the iudg* 
a couutry, not a great way oiT, that will ment and discrimination ezorciaod by its 
be the Great Britain of the south iu pro- fooniler, Oiptain PhiUp, R. N."* -page 
cesa of tima, and that cm:ntry it N^i Zta* 165. 
>ad."-page 151. 

But what is Mr* Jameses conclusion of the whole matter ? 

«< Thac tho oolonr will nltlmataliy sue- '* It requirea no ghoat to tell us what 
eeedi ^ere is hvdiy roott for two opin* will be the result of a new colonj be* 
ioDs/*— page II, ginning where moat other colonies leave 

*This puffing is. the more «i bs m- off $ vis.^ with raeea and plays: but ikU 
GtQited, becaose iha edaay if a vsrir %oad U South Atairaiia^ as the Kt-Secretarjr 
eoiimy, if thoT would onlr let it alone» aaid, cAs mn^frn C/lif ia."— -page 89. 
and not MmotbM Ic with tbHr ridiculous, " In another six montho there will be 
inflated, and intemperate praisea.**-* bitter disappointmenta, and no doubt 
page 170* aunj gloomy accounta will be received 

** Upon the whole, then, after a resi- feom the colony &om parties who have 
dencif of aiz months in South Australia, g[ooe out uider atrooglv«ef ?ited expects- 
I hare no boaitation in pronouncing it a tions. Vive thousand people, by this 
voty &ne country, and thoroughly adapt* time, Christmas 1838—9, are oongre- 
ed, by its soil, climate, and situation, tor srJ\Ad in the miserable village of Ado- 
a flouriahing £ngUsh colony*"— •page Uide, and, without, growins a potatoe,. 
905. sre dependent for every meal of victuals 

upon tbreijrn suppty. The chances are. 
therelbre, for the present, greatlj against 
the Colony ; and it ia to be feared, Uiat in 
some articles of fi At necessity, a scarcity 
maj arise very much v6 the prejudice of 
the asiddling claac^ of tho community, 
or that portion who ba¥e very little cs* 
pital in money, and who are unused to 
labour/'«~PMe»er4»t. 

Such are some of Mr. James's cooflictiug but deliberately recorded 
opTJons of a country, wkish, he tells us, he has ** extentiTely exa^ 
mined with bis own ejes^'* opinions to the truth of irhich he more tbaa 
once pledgee hitnseb! We had marked many other passages on 
which to animadvert ; for there is scarcely a page which does not cor.- 
tain an untruth,'or is not distinguished bt some bunglingly attempfM 
concealment! or wilful distortion of the truth* After the tissue of 
falsehoods and miirepresentaiions of which bo stands convicted, the 
reader will hardly suppose that Mr* James . has bad the onparallded 

D 
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impertinence to dedicate his libelloas publication ** to tlie Honourable 
the Coionizatton Commistioners of South Australia/' assuring them, 
** that it cannot fail of becoming, one da) ^r other^ a fine £ngh*9li 
colony ;*' and hypocritically dcclariug, page 64, that he sha^* *' ' o*' 
Btantly piay (t)'that this/atr and fertile province may be I ed 
with wise and united counseh-- with the first and the latter ra* .1— 

and THAT IT MAY STftETCH O0T ITS BRAVCilES TO THE SEAS AND TO 
THE PLOODS." 

But who is T* Morion Jamest Eiguire T Although he tells tis, pago 
72, that he left the colony in comp&ny with a convicted felon, (on page) 
82, he says, be left in ifayi and on page 148, thathe left in JunOt) 
we believe him to be a man of rnspectability and of some education ; 
and, moreover, he has brought over with him a certificate purporting^ 
to be signed by the judge, dec, of which the following is a copy :— 

•• Adelaide, Maj» 1B38. 

'* Mr* James baa travened some tboasanda of milea in South AuHtralia, Port Philip, 
Neta South Wales, Vsn Diemea's Land, and New Zealtnd i and, from hit intimate 
hnowledge of this part of tho world, we feel a^eored that no one can pw a hettet 
opinion aboat emigration to theie colonies, than Mr. Jamea, 

(Signed) hj the Juno a, 
• SHKRtpr, 

TjteAStiRBS, 
^ Sechbtaft, 

MKRCIfAN7a, 
MAniSTRATVt, 

and numeroua other [tft ont of a population of dOOO] principal inhnbitanta ot tho 
new colony." 

We have nut seen the document, but we feel persuaded that the at- . 
testing parties never saw what Mr. James intended to make p'sblic, 
iand that they could not have believed him capable of isifuing such a 

})ublication as has just passed under our review. We will venture 
urthcr to affirm, that the document does not bear thb signs-nrianual 
of the respectable firm of Hallett find Dufi*, or of those ubiquitous 
professional gentlemen, Messrs. John Doe and Richard Rue. 

On a review of the whole case the question occurs, Is it possiible 
that a ro^n so well educated as Mr. James evidently is, a man of such 
acuteness of mind, one who has travelled so far and is conversant 
with mankind in so many countries— is it possible that such a man can 
Iiave put forth such a book as that which has appeared in h.*i name ? 
We can only answet this «j|uestion in the n^ative. It is extremely 
probable that the n&anuscript in its original state was, at all events, 
free from those manifest and violent contradictions exrK)sed in such 
numbers in the foregoing pages. In its printed form, tne volume has 
every appearance of haviiig been purchased by parties whose interest 
it was to disparage the colony, and turn hack the stream of emigre*- 
tion flowing to its shore84 Tx>'the probabihtv of this conjecture it is 
by no means necessary that the manuscript should have been so tarn* 
pared with as to make its perverted 9:n*ements consistent with each 
other. To nullify any teMency it migfct have had to encourage emi- 
gration to South Attstraliai it was nuite sufficient to make it the minp;le- 
taanglethat it is« The lesultof a |«enisalt on any sensible roindt 
ctniiot be other than this* . The staiementa of this man are so «»'^n» 



.V 



SIX MOA'THS IH B0t7TH ArtTRAU4. 



47 



tradictorj., that there in really no knowing what to believe^ and, 
therefore, the safest waywUl bo not to go toacoloujofwhicheTeoan 
eye* witness can give no triore batisfactory account. If, ft will be con- 
cluded^ if South Australia be such a place, and in suck a condition, 
that a mere visitor, and one who has seen a great deal of the world, 
' and possesses an intelligent mind, wips so bewildered as to be unable 
to give a straig;?;* forward and harmonized account of what he saw and 
heard, much more difficult must be the situation of a man going out 
to settle, and wanting to know how to turn his littld all to the best ac- 
count. But in not imputing to Mr. James the actual concoction of 
the farrago of contradictions and absurdities which bears his name, 
we pay a compliment to his understanding, which we' are bound to 
counterbalance by a strong censnre of his want of mora! honesty. It 
is Bs base in a man to allow others ko publish with his name,* or to 
publish without his name, a statement which, originating^ with him, 
they have changed, interpolated, and perverted at their pTensure, and 
to serve their own ends, as it would be to do all this himself ; and, 
therefore, whether our conjecture bs right or not, Mr. Jafiies is filed 
with the charge of having most audaciously trifled with the truth, and 
with tbo public. 

A nether reflection ariseif out of the investigation we have made. 
The book we have shown to be as full of the a^urdest and most pal- 
pable contradictiotio as it is full of leaves, has been reviewed by some 
score of critics, and praised and recommended by every one. Even 
the Spectator^ a journal we still believe to be incorrupt, and used to 
consider particularly careful not to give an opinion of books without 
due reading and deliberation, does not appear to have observed any of 
the numer^'us discrepancies whieh it contains. All this shows how 
little reliance is to be placed on periodical criQcs, and how necessat7 
it Is for every one interested in the subject of a publication to read for 
h«mscIf--«« consecuence only to be deplored as encouraging the sale 
of nefarKius ptsMications, which, under th* hand of a consdentioutf 
/eviewer^ might be exterminated ar. once. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 



^ Mr. James repeatedly ewuret ui, that he hat had great expe* 
rienee in the penal iietlleinentt ; and for once we believe Limy and 
resiet that he should ever have migrated to the " p^rer province/* 
We stop not to inquire whether he carried with him thither letters 
commendatory from the judge, sheriffi Aec., of 8vdney» to their trusty 
and well-beloved brothers in 8outh Attstralia, (the suddenness of ht$ 
departure may have prevented those official functionaries from con* 
ferring that distingiiished honour upon him ; neither do we caro to 
know iu what particular line his boasted experience wao acqaired. 
Our object here is simply to p*»ce before the public, p rticularly the 
Syduey Emigration-mongers, and their Ma« Friday, the author of the 
'* Impariinl Esamtnation, &c.,^'a few choice specimens of Mr. Jamfs's 
estimate of that colony and of its convict nopulation. 

On pages 19 and 160, he states, that, atthouj^h New South Wales 
comprehends '* one hundred millions of acres of land, nincieen out of 
evfry twenty are good for little or nothing :*' and, page 165, ** that 
the first land worth the expense of cultivating in twenty mi!es from 
SydrcyT 

Then again, page 160, we have the following :— " The climate and 
convicts of bydney will for ever be objections to it" 

The following extraqUt strikingly contrast the state of society in the 
two colonics. 

" UiiUke Hobert Towa tnd Lfttiiieeitoii« where tba lame cIsm of men iire almost 
anknowa, xhe eonvlet popoltUou of Sjdvej ie a mat annojance to the reap<*ctabie 
emimnta from England. Owing to the eieeaaiVe countenance aSorded them br 
the Tate Oovemor Macqaanrte, who aeema to have gifeo hlm»*«lf np, body and ^oul, 
to tl«e convict party, thej are now the principal landholdent in the ttjightiourhood of 
the town, and more than one half of the Sidney hoaaee belong to th«im. (>ti Snod lya 
their equipagea lire to be aeen in ever/ direction on the South Head and Pait-natta 
Roada, ifiaa/ yorifjiug the old adage about the bcgnr on horaobackv forgetting too 
•oon thoae circnniataacee In their 1i?ee which otlier people eo proToarioglj re* 
member \ md being aatiove onlj to ahow the^r akill in tle^hiug and d4?ing o?er 
thoae veiy loads, which fbrmenyi peihape, many of them were emplored In 
making/'— ^ce 164. 

** Bot the lefiale convicts aro even worse than the male, inaamath as they are 
made, of nedesaity^ and for want of better, the household servaatt of the lamiliea in 
Mew Bontii Wslea and Van Diemen'a LaM, and to a great <^xtent the noraoa, com* 
paslons, and guardians of their iailmt children. Only tnink of botng compelled to 
select oar female dosMstics from t^e sweepings of Temple Bar end Ludgate Hill at 
midnight r'^-page 44. ^ ■ 

•' Tiiero seemed, ako. a fiMhsMS and gentilitv tboat the females of Sonth Ass* 
tffiliay contiasUog very nvontaMy with theiabbiab of Sydney} and a person coming 
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fiom tie IitiUitt ooloniM would not full to be stniek wHh ilie iiiperior niddineee, 
eifflpUnitj, lad punt; of the South Acttralien dnmieU."— 'p.SO. 

'* Atler a loVi; experienoe in New South Welee and Vea Oiemen's Laiid» end 
when ofi# le aw or from thoeu mat laiar*houieff| and oan eonteniplaie» at a dietanee, 
the leper-Uki ^baatltoeas ana defonnity of eonvict aooietr in thoiio eoloniei, tii# 
ftien Jh of Sooth AnetraUa najr Gonsratulata thelaaelf eo with the highoft eatiafae* 
tiovi/that the noral Tint* of eonttmuiation ia for ever exeinded firom their ihorea-* 
^Aj ma/ go on their wej njoiciog, and uafl diwn bleniinM on iho headi of thoe« 
'/ood men who lint fi«med tne eonititution of ;he new oolon]r» and to whom they 
are ao denplj ind\>btedtfor i^ riddance of oooh a Deetilenoo."— fage 41 • 

« It ia to be hoped, therefure, that the bac^iVil eiampla of oonTieta and eott?i9« 
tiam fiota whieh tbe new eohuiy of South Auatralia la happily ao free, will bf dalj 
appreciated by the nottlera there. It eoTora'a lAPltitude of oljeetiona to the neir 
prorinoo } for iheae ean be eured— the other iio»/*-i-pagt 5tt 

On page 136| Mr. James ehbibtts a statemeai of the goTernineni 
expeniet of Sydnety for the year ISSS, and colonial waya and means 
to meet tbem. One item ii " Oottcma' duties on spiritit UOyOOO/. \ 
another—** Uoenees ft>r retaA liquors, 10,0001.^ He adtie, **8uch a 
budget is higbly oredilable to so small a oolonj.** Very creditable, Mr. 
JamesI v 
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STEPHENS'S HISTORY OP SOUTH AUSfrRALIA. 

Juit published, in 1 ?ol. l^fo.. Second Edition, iUoslnited with Mapt and 

Drawingt, price 8i. cloth, 

THE HISTORY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA j 

Includingi pnrticulars detferiptife of iti noil, climate, aboriginal inhabitants, 
natural produc^fbns, &c., and proofs olf its superiority to the ofh'»f British 
Colonies ; eubracir; also a full account of the South AastraHan Company, 
with hints to the Tarions classes of emigrants, and numerous letters from 
•ettlers concerning wages, prorisions* their satisfaction with the Colon/, Sec. 

ac By JOHN STEPHENS. 

II II 11 

ras FOLLowmo aki sombcf tb2 opirioits op tiii paBsa;— 

[From the Atiai.} 
A second edition of a work full of f alu&kle practical detaili^y and indispen- 
sable to the emigrant who selects South Australb as the scene of his ex* 
patriation. 

[From BelCi WeMv Mcuenger,] 
This is a second edition of a work which is eiceedingly useful to f^' I large 
ciass of persons to whom it is addressed — the emigrants ip search in sffttle* 
ir.ents in ot^.er lands. It appears to us one of the best pmctical works of the 
kind. 

[From the Jim.J 
As this work, wLrch is wholl) of a practical character, has reached a second 
edition* any comment from us, in the way o^ either praise or censure^ is super- 
Muous ; suflice it, therefore, to state that Mr. Stephens is a uniform panegyrist 
of th3 new Australian colony, and brings an immense mass of eri^'ence to bwt 
upon and justify his good opinion. 

[From the Oriental Htrald,] 
Notwithstanding the e? ident bias entertained by Mr. Stephens as to the 
supetior'ty of this c?lony to that of any other in Australia, his book may safely 
be taken as an excellent guide by all parties who hare emigration to that part 
of the worid in viei^/. It enters into details which are most usdful, and which 
we constantly regret to find wnntiog in books professing similar objects to the 
one before us. 

fFtom *he Speetaior»] 
It is a more elaborate and all-embracing book than ' Six Months in Australia.* 
It may be recommended as an indur nous, pains>taking, and fiiir compilation, 
where neither difficulties nor drawbacks are orerlooked ; a merit tne more 
t-cnupicuoas for it.i rarity, as emigrants are apt to take too hopeful a riew of 
their ' Land of Premise.* The author seems to hare oocsulted every accessible 
sou'xe af information — ^pomphlots, prospectuses, Acts of Farliamenr, books of 
travels, and lititers from emigrants— as well as to have pored over the archives 
iu the eft ces of the South Australian Coromissioneri and South Australian 
Company; and what is equally important, he has tested what he has read. 
He t«'ils /he story of the nnsur.cessral attempti to found the Colony, and its 
history from the foundation to tlie ^latest i^nrifals;** describes the plan and 
objects of the South Australain Company : and alter giving an account of the 
soil, climate, rivers, harbouta, f rodactions, and sa forth, devotes several chap* 
ters to each of tha ? arious subjects which can have any interest for the in- 
< tending emigrant. 

[From the CArii/MiiJUM(«/e.] * 
It ii undoubtedly thefullest and fairest work on the subject. It contains in- 
formation on every question which the intending emigrant can desire to he made 
acquainted with, and that of the most recent date. Adopting a methodical 
an angement well calculated to assbt the inqnirer, Mr. Stephens has explored 
every public source of knowledge, and digested whatever wasessentid to his 
purt)Qse ; besides which, he apptmrs to have had anccfs to some sources not 
up«a to any other writer. Hf nai sttered clear of bolh ptrties which hive been 
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formed in rtfefODC* to the colony; tMitktfr yiolding io tbd prejudicet of the 
ooet nor adopting altogether the prepossessions of the other, lut }re2» after duly 
w<»tghing all that crm be Mid for and agaiDat« aasi^ing to tlM favourable <i/i« 
decce a vast prepondera&ee^ The facM of the caiei however, vTe so amply 
{^▼en and to luotdly arranged, that it is cp^n to e'r^ry reader to form his onrn 
independent opinion. Separate chapteii are devoted to a description of the 
oolony, its eonstitn^ion, the ilisposal of the land, the eliroale and the aeasooSy 
the nature and quditses of the soil, the nataral produ'*:ion8 of the country, the 
aboriginal inhLbitaoti. South Australia u coropved t? ith other co'ioniet^ its 
founiktion, progress, the regulations for its government, its religious institutions, 
^^ges, provisions, the iesiiinony of colonists, the South Australian Company, 
hints to emi^nts, and other matters. From this glance at the contents, t^e 
comprehensiveiieu of the v«drk is eviderX In short, it is Me book which every 
one ought to see before deciding on gcSag o«t to South Australia, or whether 



he hes decided on going out or not 

From the Hiter, Utrh. s:td Kef J ^:rr«ry.] . '.^ 

Hie work befo;e us is systematic and ample in ita details, and Is thJ^rstuU 



of considerable leseafch aod careful, industry. 

fFiom «he Ckon^jn*] 
We observe no atteiapt at givM and mtsrepresen^t]on« Tne subject is one 
All! of inleresty and it npoeari to he haixdU'4 by the author in a spirit of good 
faith* 

r^fom the Sunday Tlhvt.J 

Mr. Stephens has written m book of mangiest utility; he ha9 quoted alt 

known autnorities.on thesabject. and his 'Hints to Emigtants* is alone wc th 

the price of the volume. We hinrtily recommend his work to the attentim 

ef those who mediUte emigration, or wish to affwd facilities for so doiny to 

. others. 

fFrom <te CotirMT.J 
Ihe volume affords m great deal of information valuable to emigrants* 

I FsGSi t^e London DUpateh^ 
This wofk should be rcud by all who profess to profit by einigrat'on. The 
timoGcess^l attempts to fcuod the colony are faithfully represented; evetjr 
j' source of information conooctnd with it carcAiUy ccnsuUed, and the compi*M 

i \ pcrtioosof the work exhibit as much industry as the original parts inoieite 

!. . talents. 

fFrom the JllarlcZtfiif J&Treti.] 
j Wo strolig^y reooxmend Mr. &taphcns*s work to public notice, and more 

1 espeeiially to emigrants. 

[From the iVftsc.] 

The Impbrfiince of this settlement, it would appear, entitles it alreadj'to have 

its H&e and rvogress mcole matter of ^'histoi^,'^ nay, althoui St* work before 

tis is the first tmtt has assumed that dignity m name, "4CC9iM' ^nd ''narra- 

tivos** have long been n<imoro«u of this b<»otiful and icteresUog portion of iho 

. %iodd, which liolds out no many temptations to the small capitalist and indus* 

• tnous man to leave enn the home ot his fathcm, which nanow circumstances 

make ''^a house of bondage,''' for ^^ the land of promise/f This title by^the- 

. by;2, has been assumed for South Australia, par "suUcnet^ and for it by our 

author, for the previous odiiion of this well di^sted and credible, as well as 

creditable book. The *terk itself is so easily attainable^ and coTilains so litrle 

j i that is impoitinent, thatwe shall aot attempt an extract, unt at once reconiaend 

\\ iuch of our readers, who take ^i. interest in the circumstances of the pvof 

around them, or who are for themselves disposed to reek '' a world diewherf,^ 

to rRid for tbemselvei fad neighbours Mr. S^hens'a praiseworthy work. ^ , 

(From the CAorler.] 
The foots adduced by l!i|r. Step1:eas are arranged under twenty*one chapterS| 
iK>mprisii^ every spumes of information and reasoning that can well be lookea 
for in such a work, eipreitoed in a style of neat cle^^mess and pr^/cision. The 
thtpter devoted to the naiwes will hie founo, it appura to usi as interesting u 
Anything in '^ C^k\ VoyageSf^ 
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